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PREFACE.
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The history of the Viyu Puréna is involved in consider-
able obscurity. From an early.period in the anmals of
medigeval Indian literature, opinion has been divided regard-
ing the class to which it belongs. The Matsya and the
Bhigavata Purdnas reckon it among the Mahd or ¢the great’
Purénas, while others relegate it to the class of ‘minor’ or
Upa Purdnas. Even its name is not free from confusion
arising out of sundry aliases, The 8'iva Purina is said'to be
the same with the Viyu, and the Véyaviya Safhit4is, accord-
ing to one authority, the same with it, but quite different -
according to another. There is a Siva Safihitd which
also lays claim to be the same with the Viyu or to be the
Mah4 Puréna which should occupy the place of the Viyu
Extant Mss. in this respect come not to the aid of the
enquirer. Instead of unravelling the mystery, hitherto
they have only added to the confusion. Mss. are met with
having all the different names, and their contents are’
different.

The traditional account of the Viyu is that it'is 24,000
stanzas in extent, and those who take the Siva Puréna to be .
the locum-tenens of the Viyu as a Mahdpuréna assign to it the
game extent; but they fail to show us any work of the
name of Siva Puréna, which in its entirety is 24,000 stanzas
in extent.

The professed Vdyu Puripa fails to unravel the confu-
sion. Tt itself claims an extent of 23,000 slokas (Vol. II,
p. 558), but available Mss. do not bear out this claim.
The six Mss. from which this edition is printed come
from very distant parts of India; one of them is from the
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-Deccan College, Poonah; one from the Guzerat Peninsula,
- though got from one who lives in, Bomba.y ; one front Benares,
:and three from Bengal but they all agree in giving the public
substantially the same text, and that text is about one half of
' the extent of the traditional Véyu Purina. ' The total number
-of stanzas in the present edition is 10,714, The’ practlt:e,
however, among Indians, when deﬁnmg the extent of a
work, is to reckon by stanzas of thirty-two syllables each,
. even when thesaid work is composed wholly or mainly in dif-
v, ferent measures, and as there are several stanzas in almost
' every canto of the work which are of a longer measure, and to
.count such prose lines as Svifa Uvdcha as a complete stanza,
one may roughly in round numbers take the total extent at
++ 12,000 §lokas. An attempt is sometimes made to explain the
' dlscrepancy by saying that in its entlrety the work is made up
‘of many appendices or Mih4tmyas, of which the texts are lost,

~and if these could be put together; the traditional extent

would be’ completed ' This explanation, however, on the face
“of ‘it involves a gross petitio principii. There is nothing to
' show that there are certain parts missing from our Mss., and
~ that if they could be obtained, they would complete the tradi-
tional .extent and no more. On the contrary the Siva Safhit4,
~ which in some Mss. professes to be an appendix ot part of
- the Viyu Purépa, numbers 24,000 stanzas, (Not_wes of Sam-
© skrit Mss. > YIL, p. 27.)

Not being at present in a position to a.ttempt any solution

+ _of this difficulty, I offer this edition of the work as that

of a leading Hindu Purina without saymg anything more
. deﬁm‘te, thc&:gh I believe it to be a Mahépuréipa. Certain it
. -is that many highly respected medieval Smritik4ras obvxously

" refed to it, and the quotations which are given in their digests

S _are not to be met. with except in this work.

It was my intention at one time to annex to this edition an
a;_;alyem in Engllsh of the contents of the work, and that in
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greater detail than what is supplied by the excellent essay
of the late Professor Wilson, published in the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal ; but I abandon it. Iam informed
that a learned gentleman of Bombay is printing a complete
translation of the entire work for Professor Max Miiller's
valuable serial, ¢ the Sacred Books of the 'East,’*a,nd it would
be a mistake on my part to obtrude on the-public with an

analysis which, however copious, must fal> quite short of a
complete translation.

-

<

8 MANIKTOLLAH, R. M.
August 18th, 1888.}
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. Daéa Répa, (Sans.) Fasc. I—III @ /10/ each .. .

. Maitri Upanishad, (Sans. & English) Fasc. I—I11.@ /10/ éach .

.

. Rs.

Gopatha Brihmana, (Sans. & Eng.) Fasc. I and II @ /10 each .
Gopéla Tapani, (Sans.) Fasc. T A .. e - .
Gobhiliya Grihya Sttra, (Sans.) Fasc. I—XII @ /10/ eaches - . .«
Hindu Astronomy, (English) Fasc. I—IIL @ /10; each .. ' ..
I Kena Katha Praéna Munda Méndukya Upanishads, (Sans.) Fase. VI
Kitantra, (Sans ) Fasc. I—VI @ 1/each - . .. Y lee T e
Kath4 Sarit Ségara, (English) Fasc. I—X @ 1/each- . T e
Lalita Vistara, (Sans.) Fasc. I—VI @ /10/ each . .
Ditto - - (English) Fasc. I—II -

M{mémsé Dargana, (Sans.) Fasc. [I—XVI.@ /10/each ~ .. .~ . ..
Mirkandeya Puréna, (Sans.) Fasc. IV—VII @ /10/ each: o
Nrisimha T#panf, (Sans.) Fase. I—IIT @ /10/ each...
Nirukta, (Sans.) Fasc. I—VI @710/ each ~ i, &%
Nérada Pancharétra, (Sans.) Fasc. III—IV @ /10/ each
Nyhya Darsana, (Sans:).Fasc.I and II1 @/10/ each ~ ..
Nitiséra, or, The Elements of. Polity, By Kawandaki, (Sans.) Fas
Pifigala Chhandah Sttra, (Sans.) Fasc. I—III @ /10/ each,..
Prithiraj Bésau, (Sans.) Fasc. I--IV @ /10/ each .7,
Ditto "+ (English) Fase. I .. - = ‘oo’ U
Péli Grammar, (English) Fasc. I and II @ /10/ eac]
Prékrita Lakshanam, (8ans.) Fasc. I - “ o
Rig Veda, (8ans.) Vol. I, Fase. IV ..
Srauta Stitraof Apastamba, (Sans.). Fasc.

I—V*@ ‘:/110/ "ea'.c.h

Ditto -+, Kévaldyana; (Sans.) Fasc. I—X1 @ /10/ eac!
Ditto * -~ Létydyana (Sans.) Fasc. I—IX @ /10/ each
8ima Veda Sawhitd, (Saus.) Faso; I-XXXVII @ /10/, eac
Sihitya Darpana, (English) Fasc. I—IV @ /10/ each AR k
Safikhya Aphorisms of Kapila, (English) Fasc, I and IT @ /10/ each: . o
Sirya Siddhanta, (Sans.) Fasc. IV ..o " i’z es ETET gatt ‘
_Barva Darsana Sangraha, (Sans.) Fasc. II . .. g
Safikara Vijaya, (Sans:) Fasc. II and III @ /10/ each
Siiikhya Pravachana Bhashya, (English) Fasc. ITT: .
Siikhya Séra, (Sans.) Fase. I~ .. - . .. T i E
Taittirfya Aranyaka, (Sans) Fase. I—XI @ /10/ each ... 0 o
Ditto . ~Brahmana (Sans.) Fase. I—XXIV @ /10/ each T
Ditto ‘ Samhité, (Sans.) Fasc. I-XXXII @ /10/each .. . - .
Ditto ~ Pratiséékhya, (Sans.) Fasc. I—III @ /10/ each .. e
Ditto . and Aitareya Upanishads, (Sans:) Fasc. II and III@ /10/ each
Ditto = Aitareya S’vetd§vatara, Kena ISa Upanishads, (English) Fasc. .
Iand II @/10/each - "+ . e i ee il e
T4ndyé Bréhmana, (Sans.) Fasc. I—-XIX @ J10/each " .. T,
Uttara Naishadha, (Sans,) Fase. [I—XII @ /10/ each e o
Véyu Puréna, (Sans.) Vol. I, Fase, I—VI;. Vol. I, Fasc. I-II @ /10/
each el covr T ee o el lee .. .
Vishnu Smriti, (Sans.) Fasc. I—II @ /10/ each . .
Yoga. Siitra of Patanjali, (Sans. & English) Fasc. I—III @ /14/ each ., -
s - Arabie and Persian Series. SR
'Klamgfrnimah, with Tndex, (Text) Fase. I—XIII @ J10/each . . .,
Kin-i-Akbarf, (Text) Faso. I—XXII @ 1/4 each. .. oo = o
Ditto - (English) Vol. I' (Fasc. I=VII) .. = " . e
Akbarnamah, with Index, (Text) Fasc. I—XXII @ 1/4 each -~ Tlee
Bidshshnamah with Index, (Text) Fase. I—XIX @ /10/each "= .~ ..

Beale’s Oriental Biographical Dictionary, pp. 291, 4to, thick paper,
@ 4/12; thin paper

‘ee e

Dictionary of Arabic Technical Terms and Appendix, Faso, I—XXI @'
26

1/4 each .. . o e 7
Fa{-hang-i-Ro,sh’idi (Text), Fasc. I—XIV @ 1/4 each . .
Fihrist-i-Tiési, or, Tisy’s list of Shy’ah Books, (Text) Fasc, I—-IV @

12/ each .. . . .o ee
F{xtﬁ/h-ul-Shim Wagidi, (Text) Fasc. I-IX @ /10/ each .. e

- Ditto Asddi, (Text) Fase. I-IV @ /10/each 4o o
Haft Asman, History of the Persian Masnawi, (Text) Fase. I .

History of the Caliphs, (English) Fasc. I~VI @ 1/ each .. m
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Suy tq xegetic Sciences of the Kora.n
(Text) Fasc. II—eIV VII—X @ 1/4'each . :
-i-Ndsi (Text) Fasc. I—-V @ /10/ each
glish) Fase. I-XIV @1/ e
ﬁz Shéh1. {Text) Fasc. I-VII-@/10/ each
-Bajhagi;" (Text) Fafo %;—IX @/ /10/-each

31848 (12 4.8 ]
/8% per No:™ ‘to
51868 < (5), 1861 (4), 1864 (5 1865 (8),1866 (7).
'186 6)“‘1369 (8), 1870 (8); 1871°(7),:1872 (8);"1873-
[1875:(7),%1876 (7), 1877 (8)5 1878 87
1/8 o-Subscribers and @2
Th ﬁguru senclosed; it brat

o1 gham’s Archaggologca.l Buryey  Report for 1863-6:
053, A.8. B, 1864) .. " *
’Theoba]d, (] Oatalogue of Rephles in th Museum of, the Aamtlc ;Socxety
~+(Extra No., J.' A 8. B., 1868) ** ;. % .

e
$Vocabulary, by R. B. Shaw (Extra No., J. A. 8. B,, 1878) EIe W
rammar and Vocabulary of the Northem Balochi Language, by M. Lo
+ Dames (Extrs No., J. A. 8. B., 1880) 7 L4
troduction to the Maithili Language of North Blhﬁr by G.A. Gnerson, R
art I, Grammar (Extra No., J. A. 8. B., 1880) e
art II Chrestomathy and Vocabulary (Extm No J < A, S B 1882). Y]
., Aborigines of India, by B. H. Hodgso -8
%57 Anis-n]-Musharrihin T e 3
.6 *O&t&logue of Fossil Vertebrata. e p)
Jﬁ *DPitto of Arabic and Persian Manuscnpts : i 1
8, - Examination and Analyms of the Mackenzle Manuscnpts by the Rev.' .
% “Wi/Taylor&. * o - See 0 3
9. Han K ong Tsew, or the Sorrows of Han, by J. Francxs Da.vrs R |
Ig;ﬂaha.t-ug-S{lf' iyah, edited by Dr. A. Sprenger, 8vo. . e 1
Iniyah, a Commentary on the Hidayah, Vols. I and IV, @ 16/ each .. 32
awami-ul-’ilm ir-riyazi, 168 ps.ges with 17 plates, 4to. Part I e 2
“~Khizanat:ulVilm - - ! Sl ee oo Tee 4
Mahédbharata, Vols. ITT and IV, @ 20/ ezwh ) . 40
Moore 3 and ~ Hewitson’s Descriptions of New Indmn Lepldoptera, )

“Parts I—II, with 5 coloured Plates, 4to. @ 6/ each oo . 12
16. Puréna Sangraha, 1 (Ma.rkandeya. Purana,), Sanskrit i 1
X Sha.raya-bol-lslam - . o

- ASIATIC SOCIETY, 567, PARK STRBET,

Noh'ces of Sansknt Manuscnpts Fasc I—XVI @ l, each .
Nepalose Buddhist Banskxit ture,byDrBL.Mxtta
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* Ktharvane Upms,hadzr(ﬂapskﬁt) Fare."1-=Y @ /10/%eachi.’ i
Kévaldyans Gyihya ' Sttra, '(Sans,) Fasc. I-IV @ /10/ each .
'Agni Purana, ¢Sans.) Fasc. —XIV @ [10/ each - el T,
' Aitaroya-Aranyeka-of the Rig Veda, (Sans:) Fasc. I=V @ /10/ each
‘Aphorisms of Séndilys, (English) Fase. I . .
Aphorisms of the Vedénta, (Sans.).Fasc, III—XIII @ [10/ each
-Brahma Sttras, (English) Fase. I .. ~ T .
‘Bhématf, (Sens.y Fasc. I~ VHI @ (10feach .7 =~ " ",
“Brihat Aratryaks Uparfishad, (Sans.) Fasc, 1I—-1V, YI—IX @ [10/ each
.~ " Ditto (English) Fasc. II—III @ /10/ each . .
‘Brihat Sawhité, (Sans.) Fasc. I—I1I, V—VII @ /10/ each T e
Chaitanya-Chandrodaya Nataka, (Sans.) Fasc. I—III @ /10/each ..
haturvarga Chintdmani, (Sans.) Veols, I, Fasc. 1—11; 1I, 1—26; III,
’léﬁ’@/IOIeachFasc. S U e ’ iee o IR
Chhéndogya Upanish@dgEngﬁsh) Fasc. II .. R o
tegories'of the Nydya Philosophy, (Sans.) Fasc. IT -~ .
Daka Riipa, (Sans.) Fasc, I—I1I @ /10/ each .. - ee
Gopatha Bréhmana, (Sans. & Eng;:) Faso, I and II @ /10/ each
Gopéla Tépani, (Sans.) Fasc. I - " <0 e TR )
Gobhiliya Gyibya 8itra, (Sans.) Fasc. I-XII' @ /10/ eaches - 7 o,
‘Hindu -Astronomy, { English) Fasc, I=IIL @ /10 each ..” """ .,
Yé4 Kena Katha Prafna Munda Mépdukya Upanishads, (Sans.) Fasc, VI
4tantra, (8ans) Fasc. I+=VI @ 1jeach * - "0" v v’ 70 .
Kathé Barit Sigara, (English) Fasc. I-X @ 1/each ., oo =~ o
Lalita Vistara, (Sans.) Fasc. I-VI'@ /10/each "~ * .. .
" Ditto  (English) Fasc. I—II @ 1/ each .

Maitri Upsishad, (Sens. & English) Fasc, I—IIT (in one volume) ..
L . (Comtimuad on third page of cover.)
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