N. C. THAKUR

The Symbolism of Virginia Woolf

I ~ Tiis Boox Mr Thakur has made a study of the way Virginia
Woolf uses symbolism in the characters, action, and setting of
her novels. He shows, by reference to her essays and her diary,
how she attached great importance to symbolism as a necessary
“instrument for a writer to express ideas and visions which cannot
be embodied in any other way. He then considers each of her
novels in turn, demonstrating the different ways in which she
used symbols for the varying needs of her art. In doing this he
sheds fresh light on a novelist who is sometimes thought of as
difficult. As the author says, ‘the understanding of Virginia
Woolf's novels becomes easier, and the enjoyment of them
greater if we realize the significance of her symbols’. 30s

English Short Stories of Today

THIRD SERIES
Selected for the English Association by T. s. porscH

L ke its two predecessors in the series, this volume of English
Short Stories of Today aims at providing a selection of the best
short stories that have been published in England within the
period it covers, that is, the years between 1955 and 1963. It
contains, among others, stories by H. E. Bates, Rhys Davies,

L. P. Hartley, Mary Lavin, Viola Meynell, William Sansom,
and Angus Wilson—authors who must be reckoned among the
best short-story writers of our time—and some of the best of
the post-war Commonwealth writers. Australia is represented
by Dal Stivens, Canada by Morley Callaghan, India by R.
Prawer Jhabvala, New Zealand by Maurice Shadbolt, Nigeria
by David Owoyele, South Africa (for its past position in the
Commonwealth) by Nadine Gordimer, and the West Indies by
George Lamming. 11s6d
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INTRODUCTION

THE second work to be considered is Sankarabhyudaya by

Tirumala Dixit. The present edition of the work is based
on a transcript copy of a ms. of the same lying in the Mss. Library
of the Oriental Research Institute, Mysore, the only library to
possess this work. The copy abounds in obvious and very ordinary
mistakes of grammar, only some of which have been corrected by
the comparer. An attempt has been made by us to correct others
as far as we could. In many places, syllables and even words have
been omitted. We have tried to restore or suggest such as seemed
possible and reasonable but have shown them by enclosing them into -
brackets. The space of those that could not be so restored has
been left blank. Better roadings, where found possible, have been
given in the foot-notes. The work as available today is incomplete
and breaks off after st. 27 of Ch. VII. S

AuTHOR :

The colophons at the end of the chapters are the only source
of our information about the author. We learn from them that
(1) he belonged to the Bharadvaja Gotra, (2) his father’s name was
Tirumala Kondopadhyaya and that (8) he was the disciple and
devotee of one Parama Sivendra, who seems to have been his Guru
or spiritual preceptor. The present work seems to be the only one
written by him since he makes no reference to any other in the six
and odd chapters thereof,

Dare:

The work itself affords no clue to the date of its composition
except the reference to Parama Sivendra. We know of a person of
this name as the 57th head of the Kanci-Kamakoti Pitha, which,
according to their records, he occupied between 1589 A.D., and 1586
A.D. If this is true, the author of our present work can be assigned
to the middle or latter half of the 16th century A.D.

An external piece of evidence points to the same conclusion
thus :

Médhava, in his Sanksépa Sankara Jaya (popularly known as
Sankara Digvijaya of Sri Vidyéaranya Muni), has about 475 stanzas
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in common with the present work of Tirumala Dixit. In our opinion,
Madhava has borrowed from the latter and not vice-versa. Mad-
hava has also borrowed from another work called Sankarabhyudaya
by Rajactiddmani Dixit, who has been assigned to the middle of the
16th Century A.D. (Vide Prof. B. Upadhyaya’s Sri Sankaracarya,
p- 11). Madhava has, therefore, to be placed after this period.
Tirumala Dixit, therefore, who has been drawn upon by Madhava,
must have come before 1650 A.D.

THE NATURE OF THE WORK :

‘The work purports to be a biography of Sri Sankaricarya,
only a few of whose deeds have been described, it being impossible
ta describe all. Previous biographers of Sankara have been
mentioned but without their names being specified. The work is
divided into Sargas written in different metres like Anustubh

(Ch. T—stt. 1 to 100); Arya (VI: 95, 97, 100), Praharsini (VI:

42 to 44), Viyogini (I1 1 to 7, 12 to 17), Svagata (III : 1 to 5), Upa-
jati (IV 19 to 28 86 to 28), and many others like Malini, Salini, Man-
dakranta, Vasantatilaka, Sardilavikridita, Indravajra, Drutavilam-
bita, Harini, and ¢. The style is matter-of-fact and straight-for-
ward and though there are many figures of speech used, it is free
from highly poetical embellishments. As is usual with the bio-
graphers in general, our poet also lapses occasionally into the mythi-
cal strain of narration but anticipates very little, if at all, coming
events.

This work is eminently useful for a comparative study of
Midhava’s work, referred to above. As stated already, Madhava’s
works comes later and is indebted to the present one to a great
extent. The arrangement of the story in T. Dixit’s work is much

simpler than the one in that of Madhava and some of the stories.

(e.g. Candala story, Sankara-Kumarila meeting, the story of San-
kara’s para-kiya-pravesa and &c.) are much more natural than in
Madhava. Some stories like Sankara-Vyasa 'meeting are even
considerably different from those in Madhava. This naturalness,
simplicity of style and narration and absence of elaboration of
certain stories (vide the stories of Mandana’s initiation and San-
kar’s encounter with the Kapalika)— all point to the priority in
time of Dixit’s work to that of Madhava. Our author is, however,

-
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cqually guilty with Madhava of narrating historically untenable
stories like Sankara’s meeting with some king Rajasekhara of Kerala
and of his encounter with and triumph over persons like Abhinava
Gupta and Nilakantha. Otherwise, except for the omission of a
couple of stories like the crocodile story and the one relating to
Sankara changing the course of the Ciirni river, the life-account is
more or less the same as in the other biographies of Sankara.

(a) Ch.I: stt. 82,84 : Itis to be noted that these two stanzas refer to the
Jains as the opponents of Kumarila whereas in the previous stanzas, they are
referred to as the Bauddhas— (stt. 28, 29 & 80) and as Saugatas (stt. 67, 71, 73
& 74). The word Saugatas applies to both the Jains and the Bauddhas. It is
an interesting problem in the life of Kumarila as to who were his opponents in
his crusades in his actual life. There is sufficient prima facie evidence at least
that they were Jains and not the Buddhists, as is popularly and traditionally
believed. It is also worthy of note that Madhava’s S. S. Jaya (i.e. Vidyaranya’s

Ti° f2°) contains these two ‘stanzas verbatim, with the words S{AT: and.

(b) Ch.I St.92: The reference to Vis’igtd as the wife of Sivaguru is queer.
There is only one work viz., Anantd’s §°. V., in some of the mss. of which only,
this name is given as that of Sankara’s mother. The other names, however, are
in the traditional line and do not follow Ananta’s version in that respect.

(¢) This chapter contains threc stories, viz., (1) the story of the golden
Amalakas, (2) the story of the visit of Rijaéckhara and (3) the story of the visit
of the sages like Agastya. We have grouped the biographers of Sankara into
two divisions, old and new, according to their possible dating. Tiru D., the
author of the present work, who is, in our opinion, the earliest in the second group,
has given these stories for the first time. They have been repeated later by
Madhava, (a/s Vidyaranya), Sadananda, N’lakantha and Parame$vara Kavi,
the second story being given by Raja D. and G. V. K. also in addition to these
four.

ABBREVIATIONS
S. S. Jaya Saﬁksep;; Sankara Jaya
S. V. Sankara Vijaya
G. V. K. Guru Vamsa Kavya
Ananta Anantananda Giri .
Tiru D. Tirumala Dixit
Raja. D. Réjacidamani Dixit
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