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INTRODUCTION

It is proposed to publish some of the yet unpublished bicgraphies of
Sri Sankaracarya, procured and brought to light by us for the first
time, during our research on his life. The work proposed to be published
now is Sankarabhyudaya by Nilakantha. The present edition of the
work is based on a Devanagari copy of a solitary copy of the same,
printed in Telugu characters in the South. The Telugu- copy was
kindly lent to us by Pandit Kaviévara Sastrin of Poona., P

Author : The ending stanzas of the different chapters give the
author’s name as Nilakantha. In the concluding stanzas of the last
chapter of the work, the author mentions Cidghaninanda and Ven:
kammai as his grand-parents, Trymbaka as his paternal uncle and
Trivikrama and Parvati as his parents resp. He tells us further that
he studied Nyaya and Vyikarana from one Gangddhara Sarman, (the
dual in ‘Sarmabhyam’ is not understood), and that his (spiritual)
preceptor was one Sankarinanda Sarasvati. He has also saluted
Nrsimha Bharati Svami, which indicates his adherence to the.Smgeri
Mutt.

Date : Another well-known work called Sankara-Mandira Sau-
rabba is also written by one Nilakantha. It is curious that all the
antecedents cf these two Nilakanthas are exactly identical and yet
none of the two works refers to the other even indirectly. It seems
highly probable that the two are one and the same person. If this is
true, the date of out author can ke determined as follows :

(1) Trivikrama, the author’s father, cemposed in 1805 A.D. his
work Pancayudha-prapanca Bhana.

(2) At the end of S. M. S., the author salutes Desikas called
Sriman Nrsimha Bharati and others, by which are now to be understood
Nrsimha Bhérati Svami end/or Saccidananda Siva Abhinava Nrsimha
Bharati, for after 1805 A.D. these two Acaryas only of the Srageri
Mutt bear the title Nrsimha Bharati. According to the Srigeri Guru
Paramparil these two acaryas reigned between 1817 A.D. and 1879
A.D.and 1879 A.D.and 1912 A.D. resp. '

From these two pieces of evidence, the author of §. M.S. and also
of the present work, namely Saflkaribhyudaya, (which also pays
homage to Nrsimha Bharati) can reasonably be placed in the middle
of the 19th century A.D.
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Nature of the work : The work is in six sargas or cbapters and is,
unlike the S.M.S. unmixed poetry. Itusesa few metres comparatively
and the generally known ones like Vasantatilaka (IV: 1, VI :104)
Malini (I:72) Mandakranta (VI:99), Prthvi (VI:103), Anustubh
(VI: 100), Sardilavikridita (IV : 7, VI : 105). It generally follows the
version of Madhava’s S. S. Jaya (a/s Sri Vidyaranya's Sankara-
Digvijaya) while in matters cf details it agrees with the version of
S_MS Yet it has some variations of its own. Some of them are :

“" (1). When, at the conclusion of his studies, Sankara was asked by
his Guru to go home, he requested bis Guru to name his fee. The latter,
however, refused todo so. Sankara, thereupon, pressed his feet with his
fore-head and with his permision returned home. Madhava makes no
mention of this fee-incident while according to S.M.S., Sankara offered
his Gu1u 1000 salutes by way of fee and then returned home.

3 (2) - When asked by Sanksra’s mother about his life-span, Agastya,
acording to our present work, told her that Brahma had originally fixed
it at eight years, that Sankara would earn by penance another eight
years and that Vyadsa would extend the term by sixteen years more.
According to both, S. S. Jaya and S.M. S., however, Agastya said that
Sankara’s life-span was 16 years. Madhava further adds the Sankara
would live for 16 years more.

It is unnecessary to multiply such instances or to comment on them.
Even like the S.M.S., this work menticns 788 A.D. as the year of San-
kara’s birth and Vai§akha Pirnima as the day of his passing away.
This, however, does not invest it with any particular historical authen-
ticity. Even like the S.S. Jaya and the S.M.S., it has no better claim
thereto than as a corroberation of the main incidents of Sankara’s life.

1. St. 21: This scems to give the name of Sivaguru’s wife as Vimala. It is
to be noted that this is different from the name given by other biographers whenever
they choose to do so. Cid. and Br. Saras. give it as Aryd and Aryamabd resp.
(vide $.V.V. II: 40 and V: 30, Br. S. V. IX: 5). Vya., Mad. and Raja. D. refer
to her as the daughter of Makhapandita.

2. Ch.I: St23. Thisline asitis makes no sense. It may be read as follows :

AT w97 gafaar ga T gear frams wt

3. Ch. I :St: 26 : This is one of the two or three works to give the date of
Saiikara’s birth. Here it is mentioned as 3889th year of Kali Era, Vibhava Samvat,
Bright half 10th day-—which can he rendered as 788 A.D., Vaisakha $ukla 10th.
These’ particulars are in complete agreement with those given by S. M. S. No other
work gives such definite particulars.
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4. Ch.I:381:a. Thereis a great controversy regarding the identity of the
three persons, Mandana, Vi§varapa and Sureévara. Some hold that Mandana and
Visvariipa arc different persons and that one of them subsequently became Sure$vara
at the hands of Sankara. The author of the present work seems to belong to the
group of those persons who hold that the three names were borne by one and the
same persorn, the name Sure§vara being the one after sannyasa. It may, however,
be pointed out that the author mukes only one more reference to the name Vidva-
rapa (vide 4: 45) and that too, as it appears, without much specific propriety or
significance.

"

5 Ch: I: St.60. The story of this king of Kerala has been given by the late
writers only like Tiru. D., Raja. D., Madhava, Sadananda, author of G. V. K.,
Paramesvara Kavikanthi rava and the author of §. M. S., all of whom give the name
of the king as Rajasekhara. Dr. Zambre has, however, shown in his thesis on Raja-
Sekhara that, -

(i) the dramatist Rajasekhara belonged to the 10th cent. A.D.,

(7)) .- The dramatist Rajasekhara was ncver a king and no king of that name
was ever a dramatist, and

(i#f) no king named Rajasekhara is ever known to have ruled over Kerala.
This story has, therefore, to be rejected at least for the time being.

3. Ch.II: St.47,48. This story of Govindamuni telling Safikara that for
attaining Brahmajnana (q‘m‘ﬁ‘i’@'ﬁ‘ ) service to a Guru is necessary, then his

stretching his feet out of the cave and Sarkara placing his head thereon, is different
from that of the other biographers who tell us that as soon as Sankara came to the
hermitage and anrounced himself to Govindamuni, the latter asked him his antece-
dents and the purpose of his visit. When Sankara explained the same, he was
initiated into sannyasa and thereafter he stayed there and served his Guru for some
time, during which he also studied Vedanta under him.

7. Ch.: III: St.70. Nilakantha is the only biographer to tell us that
Safikara sprirkled on Kumarila a few drops of water from his kamandalu and revived
him and that thercafter Kumarila was initiated by Saiikara into the higher mystical
knowledge. He then left his body like a yogin and attained final beatitutde. All
'the other biographers tell us that Kumarila politely refused to be revived and ended
In the flames only. .

ABBREVIATIONS
(i) S.S.Jaya Sanksepa Saﬁkara.z Jaya
(i) §. M. S. Sankara Mandéra Saurabha
(iii) S.V.V. Sankara Vijaya Vilasa
(iv) Br.S.V. Brhat Sunkara Vijaya
(v) G.V.K. Guru Varmsa Kayva
(vi) Vya Vyasiicala
(vit) Cid. Cidvilasa
(viit) Tiru. D. Tirumala Dixit
(i*)  Raja. D. Rajaciidamani Dixit

(*) Br. Saras Bralimananda Sarasvati
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