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published in Oriental Thought will vest jointly in
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INTRODUCTION

It is propos»d to publish some rare and unpublished manuscripts of
biographies of Sri Sankaracarya, procured by us during our research on the
life of that great man. The dates of these works cannot always be fixed
with certainty, An attempt to do so has, however, been made wherever
possible.

The first Ms. selected for publication is Saikara-Vijaya-Saigraha by
Purusotrama Bharati. It has been so selected not because it is very im-

portant but because it is, in addition to being rare and comparatively very

short, particularly unusual in its account of Sankara’s life.

The present edition of the work is based on the transcript copy of the
same furnished to us by the Mss. Library of the Oriental Research Institute,
Mysor_e, though we have also used another copy thereof available with
Swami Saccidananda Saraswati of Adhyatma Prakada Kéaryalaya, Hole-
narsipur, Mysore State. Ch. IV of the work, as given in the latter manuscript
copy, is substantially different from the one in the former and hence the
same is given by us as Appendix A.

. Nothing absolutely is known about the author of the work. His name
also is gathered from the Catalogue of Mss. of the said Institute only. No
other information about him is also available from any other source. Simi-
larly, there is no clue whatsoever to the author’s date though he mentions
previous poets in the field.

The name of the work is gathered from the same catalogue and also
from the colophons at the end of the chapters. The copy of the work in the
hand> of the above-mentioned Swamiji bears a variant name viz. Kismanda-
Sankara- Vijaya for the work. The name is evidently given after the Kusmanda
which is said to be responsible for Sankara’s birth. The work contains six
chapters and except for the five concluding stanzas of the first five chapters
is throughout written in Anustubh metre with a sprinkling of prose in Ch.IV.
The style is quite simple and unembellished. There is hardly any poetical
excellence worth mentioning,
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The version of Sankara’s life is, as stated already, very unusual in many
parts and hence a short summary of the same is given below :

Lord Siva, disguised as a Bhikéu, came down to the earth for inspection
and finding that the Vedic rites were given up by the brahmins, who were
following other practices, felt it necessary to take birth and set matters
right. Coming to Kalati, He came across a widow, devoted to God. On
seeming Him she offered Him salutation and asked Him who He was. He
disclosed to her His identity and also His intention to take birth there only.
He then gave her a seed of Kismanda fruit, to be placed at the bottom of a
pillar and watered, without plucking its flower or fruit and disappeared.

(Chapter I).

The lady did as instructed and in course of time a fruit appeared on the
tree. The fruit automatically fell down and a child came out of it. The
widow took it home and nursed it. Her neighbours questioned her about
it but would not believe her story which she narrated to them honestly.
They doubted her chastity and left her in anmger. She continued to
nurse the child. In the meantine, Brhaspati came and taught the child all
the Vedas, Scriptures and Purdnas. The child then became a Sannyasin
and went to Govindamuni, the disciple of Gaudapada and became a self-

realised person.

Chapter III relates different events in Sankara’s life, like writing
Bhasyas, encounter with Vyasa, seeing his mother at death and cremating
her body by calling Gods to his aid, cursing the local brahmins, acquisition
of disciples ( Visnusarman is identified Sanandana) and etc. Chapter IV
deals with Sankara’s encounter with Mandana at Siddhapuri and Chapter V
describes his encounter with Mandana’s wife and para-kaya-pravesa.
Sankara defeated the wife and asked her to follow him. She agreed on
condition that if he looked back, she would go back to her abode, When,
however, Sankara had gone as far as Pampapura, he looked back to see
that she was following him. There upon, Vani immediately took his permis-
sion and disappeared. Then, after visiting Ramasetu, Sankara returned to
his divine abode.
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No serious criticism of this version is necessary. The story of Sankara’s
birth from a Kismanda fruit easily reminds us of similar stories of the births
of the various mystics of the Navanatha Sampradaya. The story further
contains the germs of the later-day stories of the unchastity of Safikara’s
mot,her and of his consequent illegitimacy. Lastly, this is the only account
of Sanikara’s life to omit the story of his encounter with Kumarila Bhatta,
Altogether, we cannot rely upon the version, novel in many details as it .is,
except for some commonly accepted facts.
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Appendix A

( Text of Ch. IV of the work procured from Adhyatma Prakasa

Karyalaya, Holenarsipura, Mysore State )
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