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INTRODUCTION

The work now being published is S$ri-Bhagavatpadabhyudayam by
MM. Mahakavi Kasi Laksmana Suri, It was first published in 1927 A. D. by
$ri Vapi Vilasa Press, $tirangam, with a Foreword by $ri K. S. Ramasvami
$astrin. I am working on a zerox copy of the printed edition of the work,
supplied to me by $ri Kuppusvami of Kaficipuram,

Author and Date :- Beyond the name of the author as given above and
that he was a Tamilian, no other information about him is available to us,
Sri Kuppusvami writes to me that he lived from 1876 A. D. to 1939 A. D.,
and that settles the date of the author and the work also. This is the latest
available Sanskrit biography of Sri Sankaracarya ( Saik. ).

Nature of the work :— According to Sri Rama-$astrin, the work was
originally divided into two parts, one dealing with Sank.’s life and the other
with his thought. . The work now being edited and published forms the first
part only dealing with Saik.’s life, The second part is at least not known to
have come out so far.

This first part consists of an Upodghata without a colophon and the
biography proper, running into 9 chapters, written in the Anustubh metre
throughout. There is onz stanza each at the end of the first eight chapters
in varying metres like Vasantatilaka, Malini, $ardalavikridita a so on. The
last chapter (ch. IX), however, contains at the end 12 stanzas in different
metres like Sragdhara, Bhujangaprayata and Malini.

The text gives in full some hymns like Fa%-ssdras (ch. I1), gwera
(ch. II), Totaka’s hymn, gama#a and Adtqrgas (ch. 1V), Rragasrarz
and fyspgsga@ra (ch. V), seArgfagara (ch. VI), gagay (ch. VII),
etqrags® (ch. VIID), in connection with the particular incidents, to which
they relate. Out of these, the &A%s%H =T only has been given in the foot-note
and not like the others which are given in the body of the text. The Totaka--
hymn differs from the one generally given by the other biographers.

The text is accompanied by some foot-notes, about the authorship of
which there is no direct evidence and hence nothing can be said with certainty.
They refer, by way of comparison, to three previous biographies of Saik.,
viz, fufysrdts, with disapproval, ani @rafrq, and wa=aAghirdg with
approval.

47 [Annals BORI )
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4 dnnals BORI, LXXV ( 1994 )

Some variations in the life-account of Saik. as given in this biography,
may be noted.

1) Sivaguru’s father has been named Vidyadhara in place of Vidya-
dhirdja, as given in all other biographies (1. 16 ).

2) Lord Siva appears to Sivaguru in the waking state and not ina
dream as in others (1. 26).

3) Sivaguru goes to the Narmada river by the aerial path ( III. 74).

4) The five-fold Bheda, peculiar to Madhva-philosophy has been
mentioned in this work (V. 21). It sounds somewhat anachronistic,

5) Prabhakara, the great Mimarmsaka, has been mentioned as one of
the disciples of Kumarila (V. 87), which is quite unusual, He is witnessing
the self-immolation of his Guru.

6) The incidents of the conquest of Mandana and gdsdts/ygor by
$ank. have been confused by the author. After d:feating Mandana at Mahis-
matl, Saik, is said, in ch. VI, to have engaged his wife in a discussion, dur-
ing which she is said to have put to him a question pertaining to K&masastra,
for answering which he asks for a period of one month. Then, Sank. is
said to have desired to ascend the Sarvajfia-pitha ( VI. 81). The next chapter
recounts the story of qegramam, Saik.’s satisfying Sarada, who says that she
tested him only to show to the world his knowledge in all fields ( VII. 63)
and then she goes back to her heavenly abode. On this background, ch. VII
has been named as gdgfisidtgurasiay. Ch. IX actually describes Saik.’s
ascending the Sarvajfiapitha in Ka§mira when, after Sank. overcame the
various opponents, he was placed on the Pitha by its presiding officers (IX.
47), Goddess Sarada is said to have addressed him saying that he was a
Sarvajfia and that he was tested already.

The story of the actual revival of king Amariika also has been very
queerly narrated. Saik. sees the dead body, inquires about it from the people
accompanying it, tells them that the king was only in deep sleep and that he
would wake up shortly. Then he deposits his body in a cave and enters,
with his subtle body, the body of the king, who is then revived and so on.

"7) This is the only work, so far available to us, to give the story of
Udaiika or Uttaika ( VIIIL. 63-69 ), though other biographers mention him as
one of the disciples of Saik. However, the story does not mention the name
of the person. It refers to him as some brahmin only.
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8) After establishing a Sricakra in front of the Goddess Kamaksi_ at
Kaiici, Sank. is said to have established there a mutt also for the advance-
ment of learning ( VIIL. 79). In ch. IX, the establishment of the mutts by
Saik. has been described in details, but it contains no reference to a mutt at
Kaiicl. Moreover, the various mutts there have been named as tﬁa&m,
A, Ffeems and sftAs, being attached to the different Vedas and being
placed in charge of his leading disciples like Padmapada, Totaka etc, No
such details have, however, been given about this mutt at Kaficl, either there
(i. e. in ch. IX) or anywhere else in the work.
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Vide also Encyclopaelia Britannica, 11 th Edn; Vol. 24, p. 151 ; Vol. 13, p. 506,
under ‘Hinduism’; Vol. 24, p. 174 under * Sanskrit Poetry’: Vol. 14, p. 397 under
¢ India - Hindu Period.’ Vide also ¢ Decline of Buddhism.® It is seen from the above
that Sri Saakaracarya flourished about 789 A. D. to 820 A. D,
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