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INTRODUCTION

THE third biography of Sri Sankaricarya to be published is

Acaryavijaya or Acaryavijayakhyina by Sri Parame$vara
Kavikantirava. The present edition of the work is based upon a
transcript copy of the ms. of the same, belonging to the new Visva
Bharati Collection of mss. made by the Adyar Library, Madras.
This copy is also not free from mistakes altogether. The comparer
has tried to make corrections wherever possible. We have also
tried to do so by way of splitting up or joining syllables according
to the rules of Sandhi to distinguish the different words properly,
so as to make proper sense but without altering the text otherwise.
We have suggested better readings, which have been given in the
foot-notes and tried to fill up the gaps wherever possible. Such
cases have, however, been comparatively few. Beyond this, the
text has been left untouched. Even after all such corrections,
the text is unintelligible at a number of places. The veracity of the
text seems doubtful in many places, such as II: 78, para 2
(freggss°), IIL: 9, (g5a%°), II1: 87, line 2, III: 62:a, III:
100: b (FFqeagTfagt1) &c. In some cases, the metre is
also doubtful. Thus, sometimes, one syllable is less (I: 57, I: 81,
II: 79-one matra also less, IIT: 120 and V: 7 : a) and sometimes
two (IL: 85, V: 8, 17) while at times, we have a syllable in excess
(TIX: 185, IV : 46a)or even one matra more(V: 17 : c—<mTqqT)
and so on.

A peculiar thing to be noted is the repetition of a number of
stanzas in chapters IV and V as follows :—

Chapter IV : stanza no. 50 = stanza 61

Chapter IV : stanza no. 51 = stanza 62

Chpater IV : stanza no. 58 = stanza 59

Chapter 1V : stanza no. 54 = stanza 60

Chapter IV : stanza no. 75 = Ch. V: stanza 12.
Chapter V : stanzas 8to 6 = Chapter V : stanzas

17 to 20.

A few prose passages are also found to be repeated, though with
sligh't variations, all in chapters IV and V, e.g. the passage arq
A1 SSAATAY.. ATHAFTI° after st. 49 and the same passage after st.
58— both in chapter IV. Similarly, the passage gfq qrerafcafaor:
wfofr after st. 5 and after st. 19 of chapter V (A).
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Another thing to be noted is that in chapter V, the poet des-
cribes to us the return of SriSankaricarya from the body of Ama-
riika, after being aroused by his disciples by means of a song and
the subsequent events upto Mandana being initiated into Sannyasa
and given the fresh name Sure$vara. Immediately thereafter, the
story is restarted that the disciples were worried because Sri San-
karacarya had not returned even though the stipulated period was
over and hence, Padmapéada appointed someone to guard the body
of their Master and himself went out in search of him. The ms. is
incomplete and breaks off at this stage. The repetition pertains to
the story and not to the text. Anyhow, it is not understood.

Chapter V is, as stated above, incomplete but internally also,
it secems to have two beginnings. After the first twenty stanzas, we
have another salutation, viz. &ﬁ‘qﬁ‘ﬂﬁ 71 g &c. The
story is, however, continued. For the sake of convenience of under-
standing, thercfore, these two parts have beenshown by usas A & B,
though no such distinction has heen made in the copy in our hands.
The repetition of the story referred to in the last paragraph occurs
in the second part of this Chapter V.

AuTHOR

The colophons at the end of the chapters give the name of the
poet as Sri Parames$vara Kavikanthirava. Besides the colophons,
stanzas 1 to 11 of the first chapter are the only ones to give some
little information about the author. It may be stated as follows :—

The poet’s father was called Sri Devarija, who seecms to have
been a highly spiritually minded person ( SEAFIL stanza 5) and
also an erudite scholar ( fazaw#afawr- stanza 6). He was the
very home of forgiveness (&=areq) and far-famed and was
always surrounded by disciples. To our poet, the father was also
his preceptor.  Both of them ssem to have belonged to the Sankrti
Gotra—rather an unusual name. The very first stanza of the poem
offers salutation to Sri Rima while stanza 10 invokes Dadarathi
(Rama) to confer blessing upon the poet. From this, we can infer
Legitimately that the poet was a devotee of Sri Rama. Regarding
his personal attainments, the poet is quite apologetic and claims no
special proficiency in grammar, logic or the art of poetry. The
name of the work is given in the colophons is Acaryavijaya-khya-
na while stanza 8 of the first chapter gives it as Acaryavijaya.

DATE :

During the first ten stanzas, the poet refers to two persons,
viz. Madhava (and his work Madhaviya) and Appayyd Dixit.
Madhava is Sri Vidyaranya Muni and Madhaviya is Sankara

INTRODUCTION 3

digvijaya. As per our findings, Madhava’s date ranges from 1650
A.D. to 1800 A.D. Apayya Dixit is generally assigned to the
17th century A.D. Our author is, therefore, decidedly later than
these two writers and hence cannot be assigned.to any period earlier
than the 18th century.

NATURE OF THE WORK :

As stated in the work itsclf, the work is a Campii-Kavya (ch.
I: stanza & 8 the colophons) i.c. a mixture of prose and poetry.
It states clearly that it follows the Madhaviya i.e. Sankardigvijaya
of Sri Vidyaranya Muni. No other previous biographer of Sri
Sankaracarya has been referred to in the work. It is evident
throughtout that the version follows faithfully the one given in the
work of Madhava. (It is to be noted that we have given the
equation of WHT and FTYAT with =Nfaaer and F°fe® as
per current popular belif. Our view in the matter is different).

The work is divided into Tarangas and the end of each Taranga
is marked by a common stanza with a variation in the last line only.
The poetry part is written in different metres like Anustubha
(I:1,8,1I: 13, III: 81-84), Arya (I: 73,1I1: 19, 23, 25, ITI : 54,
77), Vasantatilaka (I: 59, 70, II: 1), III: 10, 72, 80, IV. 84, 85,
42, 43), Malini (I1: 2, 3, 42, 43, ITI: 114), Manddkranta (I: 88,
II: 5) Drutavilambita (II: 94, III: 12), Sragdhara (1: 17, 18,
II: 28, 60, III. 28, 120), Sikharini (II1: 45, 47, 77), Prthvi (IL : 76,
78, II1: 18,104, IV : 15,18, 387). All these metres have been used
occassionally while those that are used frequently are Indravajra,
Upendravajra and Sardilavikridita. Quite a few stanzas are very
artificial in composition and very awkward for recitation.

The prose part greatly resembles in style that in the work of
Vallisahaya, the author of another biography of Sri Sankaracarya,
viz., Acaryavijayacampu. It is highly elaborate and extremely
artificial. Many a time, we are reminded of Banabhatta though the
style is bereft of Bana’s elegance and grace. In his passion
toimitate thatstyle, our poct scems to havelost sight of the sense of
prspriety also. Compounds run over many lines and are fashioned
out of an unusual set of words. He seems to be inordinately fond
of the sound-effect of words and to secure that, he goes out of his
way almost at every possible step and uses a very recondite voca-
bulary for the purpose. Instances of such contrived sound or the
musical effect will be found almost in very prose passage and practi-
cally in every stanza. In short, the style is very highly artificial,
forced and laboured and even lacks a sense of proportion and pro-
priety, thereby scarificing substance for form.
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Such a work cannot be exepected to give us much of true
history and the work actually does not. On his own statement, the
author has followed the work of Madhava, whom he seems to respect
very highly. Madhava’s work is itself of highly questionable
authenticity, full of anachronisms as it is and as such, a work which
mainly follows such a doubtful authority, cannot be expected to be
authoritative itself. Moreover, the story is so much overlaid with
artificial poetry that the poet seems to be more interested in its po-
etical aspect than in the historical, with the result that the latter
has become subordinate to the former. On the whole, the author
has followed Madhava closely though with slight variations, which
have been noted by us in the foot-notes. The work, however,
cannot com- mand better respect than the work of Madhava.

(a) Ch.I: para2afterst. 43 :—This suggests that the brahmins divined
the contents of the jar to be Sesagayi Visnu with the help of their own penance.
According to Madhava, Tirumala Dixit and Brahmananda Sarasvati, the only
biographers to mention this story, it was the Sun-God who directed them to
declare the contents to be Visnu, lying on the serpent’s couch.

(b) Ch.I: afterst. 46 :—This poet identifies Rajasekhara with Sudhanva.
No other biographer has done it. Just a little later, after st. 52, this Rajase-
khara has been referred to as the king of Karici while at II: 381, one Rajade-
khara has been described as the king of Kerala.

(¢) Ch. I: st. 85:—Here, Padmapéda is said to be born of Padmanabha
i.e. Visnu. Alittle later (after st. 88), Sanandana is said to be born of Bhaskara
i.e. Sun-god. As a matter of fact, Sanandana and Padmapada are one and the
same person. Other biographers have also been guilty of such lapses while des-
cribing the births of Sri Sankaracarya’s disciples and other characters.

(d) Ch.II: st. 50: line 2:—It is to be noted that the poet omits any
reference to the question about Sri Sapkaracarya’s life-span by his mother and
the answer thereto by the sages. The other {iographers, Madhava, Tirumala
Dixit, Sadananda and Nilakantha describe that part of the story also. There is
also no discussion between Sri Sankarécarya and his mother regarding the former
becoming a Sannyasin, .
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