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PREFACE

Soon after taking charge of the Asiatic Society as its General
Secretary, the veteran antiquarian Prof. Dr. Kalidas Nag hunted up

.. as usual with him the old neglected files of the Society and found out
;‘iamong heaps of old papers a few valuable treasures one of which was a
" typescript of a fragmentary text of the Saddbarmapindarika prepared
\be the Russian scholar N.D. Mironov(=M.) He realised its great
\{importance and asked m= to take up the responsibility of seeing it

through the press. The fragments were mostly obtained from Sit
' Aurcl Stein’s collection of Central Asian mss. and were so few
\that their publication would not have served any useful pur-
'pose unless one had before him a copy of the Bibliotheca Buddhica

-6 Jedmon of the text of Kern and Nanjio (19o4), but as this publication

N had been long out of print, the Society decided to publish the whole
text (without the variant readings of the B.B. edition) along with

%M.’s readings of the fragments. In the present text, the readings
. have been given in the corresponding places as footnotes marked by
- M without any emendation.

« In 1934 a romanised and revised edition of this text was published

{:?“by the two distinguished Sanskritists of Japan, Wogihara and Tsuchida,

Thls edition was a great improvement upon the original and hence the
present text has been based mainly on these two editions of the

. text, the differences being indicated in the footnotes by B, for the
-, Bibliotheca Buddica text and by J. for the Japanese.

! ) " When this book was half printed, a microfilm copy of the Ms. of
~this text, discovered at Gilgit, came into my hands but as the Society
.. was not prepated to delay its publication any longer, its readings
“1could not be incorporated in the present edition. It is hoped that a
N supplement giving the new readings will be published in the near future.

The Society was good enough to engage Pandic Ramdhone
™ Bhattacharya Asst. Editor, Sibitya Parisat Patrikd, to assist me in
publishing this text and | must thank him for revising the proofs.

July, 1953,
Asiatic Society, NaLiNnaksHA Durt

Calcutea.
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INTRODUCTION

The Saddbarmapundarikasiitra is one of the most popular
eatly texts of the Mahayanists. It was adored as a deity in
pursuance of the directions given frequently in the text itself (vide
e.g. p- 279). It formed the main scripture of afew Chinese and
Japanese Buddhist sects, particularly the Tendai and Nichiren sects of
Japan, and it is recited in all temples of the Zen (Dhydna) sect. Its
great popularity is also evinced by the fact that its mss. so far
discovered in Nepal, Central Asia and the neighbouring regions are
the oldest and the largest in number.

’

The Nepalese Manuscripts

Many copies of the Nepalese manuscripts of this text are
available in the Libraries of the East and the West.

There are in the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, three mss. procured
froma Nepal. The oldest of these is noticed by R.L., Mitra in his
Nepalese Buddbist Literature (p. 203) while the other two mss.
collected by H. P. Sastri are described by him in his Catalogue of
Buddbist Manuscripts (1917).  These mss. are not very old, being
copies made in 1711-12 A.C.

The two earliest and the best manuscripts of this text are preserved
in the Cambridge University Library. One is a copy of the year
1036-37 A.C. and the other of 1063-4 A.C. There are other mss. of
the same text, all described by Bendall in his Catalogue of the
Buddbist Mss. in the Cambridge University Library (1883).

Another old ms. of this text is preserved in the British Museum,
London. It belongs also to the 11th or 12th century (vide Bendall’s
Catalogue of the Sanskrit Mss. in the British Museum, 1902).

There are three other mss. of this text, one preserved in the
Libraty of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, and two in the Bibliothe-
que Nationale, Paris; these three are not very old, being of the 18th
century.

All these mss. are procured from Nepal; hence except some readings
here and there, there are no fundamental differences. The older mss.
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of the Cambridge University Library and the British Museum offer
better readings and are more reliable.

Central Asian Manuscripts

It is remarkable that apart from the mss. procured from
Nepal, a number of fragments of very old mss. of this text has been
discovered in Central Asia, Eastern Turkestan and Gilgit (Kashmir)
and collected by Sir Aurel Stein, Mr. N. Th. Petrowiski, Count K.
Ocani and H. H. Sri Hari Singh, Maharaja of Kashmit.

Kern examined the fragments collected by Petrowiski from
Kashgar. These contained about two-fifths of the whole text
written in Calligraphic Gupta script.  About the characteristics of this
ms. find, Prof, Kern writes, “it is much more prolix, and in the
metrical parts, the verses followed often a different order but the n’l’ost
striking difference is in the language of the prose parts of the text.
and there are “more Prakritisms and wrongly Sanskritised expressions
than those in the Nepalese mss.” This last remark of his is substantiated
by a list of variants collected from Petrowiski and Nepalese
mss. (vide Preface to his edition).

In Hoernle’s Manuscript Remains of Baddbist Literature found in
Eastern Turkestan (abbreviated as MR) there are three fragments of
the mss. of this text found at Khadalik, one edited by F.W. Thomas
and the other two by Liiders. The former is written in Upright Gupta
script and contains the end of the 15th and the beginning of the 16th
chapter (vide p. 214, vs. 23 to p. 216, |. 21) while the latter two
written in  Upright Gupta script of the Calligraphic type contain a
portion of chapter X[ (vide p. 171, 1. 25 to p. 173, . 21) and of
chaprer XII (vide p. 176, l. 13 to p. 177, L. 12). Liiders has made
an exhaustive study of the paleography and orthography of
the mss., and compared them with the Nepalese mss. From th‘e
divergences noticed by him in the additions or omissions or Sanskri-
tisation or arrangement of words of the Central Asian and Nepalese
mss., he arrived at the conclusion that “both (Nepalese and Central
Asian manuscripts) must have developed from a common source’’
(vide MR., p. 157). In his opinion there were two recensions of the
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original text. He attributed great antiquity to the Central Asian
fragments and held the opinion that the original text ““was written in
a language that had far more Prakritisms than either of the two
versions,” and he went even so far as to say that he was ““inclined to
believe that the original was written in a pure Prakrit dialect which
was afterwards gradually put into Sanskrit”, though he admitted that
before the discovery of the Prakrit version it was rather risky to make
such a statement. He further suggested on the basis of the
use of the vocative plural ‘kulaputrabo’ that “the original text was
written, if not in pure Magadhi in a mixed Sanskric which was based
on that dialect” (MR., p. 161-2).

In Stein collection there is a large fragment of a ms. of this text
found at a spot about 8 miles north of Khadalik. It comprised 34
folios written in Upright Gupta characters. A faw leaves of this
ms. were edited and published by L. de la Vallée Poussin in the JRAS
1911 (pp. 1069-77) containing the stanzas 1-41 of chapter XI
(vide pp. 165-8) ending with the words Saddbarmapundarike
mabavaipulyasitraratnai stipadarSanaparivarito namaikidaiamah
samaptahp. This shows that in this ms. the subsequent portion of
chapter XI (vide pp.168-1 74) has been omitted or dealt with as a
separate chapter. The Chinese translations of Dharmaraksa and
Kumatrajiva also agreed with this particular ms. of Central Asia on this
point, and this was noticed by Kern in his edition of the text (vide
p- 256 n). In the Chinese translations, the omitted portion appears
elsewhere as a new chapter called “Brahmacari-parivartta” in Dharma-
raksa’s version and as “Devadatta-parivartta” in Kumarajiva’s version
(vide JRAS 1927, p. 273). Hence it is evident that in the division
and arrangement of chapters there were some divergences in the early
Central Asian mss. In regard to this chapter, it should be observed
that the Gilgit ms. follows the Nepalese mss. i. e. it retains the latter
portion of chapter XI and does not separate it as a new chapter as has
been done in Dharmaraksa’s and Kumarajiva’s translations.

In this Central Asian ms. appears also the whole of chapter
XII (vide pp. 175-179) closing with the words: Saddbarmapon-

darike mabavetulyasitraratne utsabaparivartto  nama  dvadaiamab
samaptab”.
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The discrepancies in the wordings of the titles of the above
mentioned two chapters deserve our attention, e.g. pundarike and
popdarilee, vaipulya and wvetulya, ratne and ratnai.  The question
arises whether these differences were due to the carelessness of the scribe
or an improvément in the Sanskritisation of the title of chapter XI.
The latter reason appears to be more plausible.

In K. Otanl’s collection of Ceqtml Asian Mss., there are
56 fragments of three mss. of this text as has been ascertained by
Mironov and all these are written in Upright Gupta script of the
Indian varieties of the s5th century A.D. and contain portions of
chapter XIX-XX. There are seven fragments written in  Calligraphic
Gupta script. All these have been studied by Mironov who has
also examined the question of relationships of the various Central
Asian and Nepalese mss. as also their Chinese vetsions (vide JRAS
1927, pp- 252-279). His findings are as follows:

(i) Mss. written in Upright Gupta script belonging to the
5th century A.C. are more archaic and older than the
mss. written in Calligraphic script which are attributed
by Hoernle to the 7th century.

(i) Mss. in Calligraphic script are much older than the
Nepalese mss. and contain more prakritisms.

(iif) There were different sets of mss. in Central Asia and the
language of the different sets is not exactly the same.

(iv) There is a commonness in the mss. written in Upright
Gupta but all these mss. differ morphologically from the
mss. written in Calligraphic style.

(v) The mss. in Upright Gupta contain more prakritisms than
those in Calligraphic script and were written in a language
nearer to the Prakrit in which the original was composed
as suggested by Liiders.

(vi) The process of Sanskritisation in Central Asia was different
from that in Nepal.

(vii) The mss. written in Upright Gupta script belong to the
5th or 6th century A.C. This opinion is held by Hoernle
also. The mss. written in the Calligraphic style belong to
the 7th century.

[ =]
Gilgit Manuscript

.The manuscript of this text discovered at Gilgic (Kashmir)
written on handmade paper in Upright Gupta script is the largest find
and covers almost three-fourths of the text. There were in this
collection two mss. Some of the leaves of these two mss. passed into
the hands of European scholars from the site and were published
in the Journal dsiatique (January-March 1934) as also three leaves
by W. Baruch in 1938  under the itle “Beitrige zum
Saddbarmapundarikasitra”. The contents of the leaves published
by Baruch are also found in the Kashmir collection. The number
of leaves of the Gilgic ms. is about 150, many of which are damaged,

and a few beyond recovery. These contain roughly the following
chapters of the text ;—

Chap. T & II (about one third)
" II (latter part)
o IV&V (fiest part)

, VI (last part)

»» VI (first part)

" IX & X (Nil)

’ XI (latter part)

»  XII (whole)

»  XIII (beginning)

» XIV & XV (large portions)

»  XVI& XVII (Nil)

»  XVII-XXIII (large portions)

»  XXV-XXVII (large portions)

This ms. contains the concluding line giving the names of donors of
the ms. i

Baruch has made an exhaustive study of the three leaves of
this ms, along with their Chinese translations, from which a fair idea
can be formed about the characteristics of the ms. He thinks that

this ms. belongs to the 5th or 6th century A. C,

On a comparison of many leaves of this ms. with the present text
it appears that it agrees with the old Nepalese mss. to a large extent
The readings of a few stanzas which are found in the mss. deciphered

2
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by L.de la Vallée Poussin and myself are reproduced below for

giving an idea of the relation existing between the mss. The ms. of
Baruch agrees with our Gilgit ms. in every respect.

La Vallée Poussin’s reading of our text, p.165 (vide JRAS.,

IQII, p. 1071-2) is as follows: — >

TgFIR AR @ am sy ssgife 9@y )
afg afs’ wgft sdXd: ggaw 9§ adwem o

sfgag vaer frarare fafiay eaaag st
aRfEfy [5g] asdamy qEAgEy geaqafgag 1

EX 9 7’ g FHATT gEERER J9 AFATTH: |
3 9d(z)a@ T san : aRkfrdd g o AR 0

= JART @wewt aq [on]aw awews g= |
geraT afd geaedt: gar fa [fa]fow w¥@et o

oy g[am] favigard agamaae ageReT:
dFIfqar ¥ ag gedgart Beaaq aRafare o

QAR IqGFAT HS A9 Fd gHG §q4 g4 A

& 7 ga1 faa sisdn gagfa Wt ada o o
EAgaRIT =gt Rigrgaeahn famash
wafea Jeafea = fFawa gargst a1 39 F=a=R N
w=qt Ag qug g sad dwfam aifad )
A A qRET gsigar araa qEed =T fagwE 1|
wq Frafer & &a wigarg qedq

fast saTeRg A= W [9a gwgEn] )

7 [R] [Fld o g e gfio

fagare *aaer [=a]a9rd 7 F=dfa 0

91§ fd Igar [gar )1 Rl T]a smrg asEe
S99 MM s 7 e adRked mifaga o

5[§] = 7 wfy qfsr a7 mpawes fm @ang)
a wegfa fw ffcanr fa’ soe w@f [a%]qsog o

[ =i ]
3 9 A =g QwrEwe, Rfafar gty 3R |78
AT g fagan TG [q]F1 FAT WAL, GATHGAA 0

TE o TN g8 FWaafer waiw RN 7 fuq egagT )
& T 7 agAwEE: ¥ WAt SaqeEnEhi o

The Gilgit manuscript reads as follows : —

(1) TgFaRRfERT @ T ey sy asig )
afé af wegfy ok gzl o afwer:

sfguriqe faaase faifad ol Tqr (2)efte )
aRfagdd gy wda i adgmedg o

!

& T a¥ an AN ATERSN I AFATRIH: |
q wdgEes F97 AT dRE 9 85 1 (3) AR

=R AT @werwt g S Twagats qar |
TEAGITURG @4 w9 a7 fafgg addat: o

QY g& fasigard’ agaisaar (4) qeade: 1
AHIMAT { 99 gdwar mEtadw: aRwfad T 0

TAIEAT IAGFAT 7 A wA SHRT 9@ )
@ A gar fora wsdan garw @ 79 97 (5)ufn o

FAYEHET HAferHal Rigraaedfy Famasf |
amifa fsfa =1 frwd garaaT qarmog o

=91 #A1F gug fewng TAIA AHA (6)FraHEI |
AN £ gfega wdwar a9 A g7 fgEmy 0

w7 aRfadae N @@ ety a1l
a9’ sargeat a9 S dgag o

TREER & dga: my (7) o gfe
fagas yQaer syaam HART 70 1)

7§ fGdtn 7 a5 & 9 A Az suwa awFEEg )
99Ty WA e garg 9 sawd wAhnt s (8)frgw n
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o1g 9 7 9T g g7 BpaRa sa: @@y
AN gt fufafeog fa’ yoad adfaadaey o

T = A g A [ar)ar Frfafrar afg W@ (o)l
ANifT qeir fager saeasr Far v3Aq qAIHGAT I

g 9 W 3¢ TR vy NG g @I | |
@ T 7= agAwan A J(1)ar YaggERzin: o

To complete the above account of Central Asian mss. we shou‘ld
refer also to the find of the fragment of an Uigur-Turkish ms. dis-
covered by Zakov in Turfan. It contains chapter XXV of the text,
which eulogises Bodhisattva Avalokite$vara. This text was edited and
translated into German and published by W, Radoff in the Bibliotheca
Buddhica Series in 1911. The chapter on Avalokite$vara was read
widely and was regarded as a separate treatise. It was very likely
meant for the lay Buddhists who were acquainted with the Uigur-
Turkish dialect only. This also proves the great popularity of the
treatise among the common people.

The Chinese Versions

According to Nanjio there were eight or nine translations of this
text into Chinese, of which three only are available, the earliest (286
A.C.) is of Dharmaraksa who was a Yueh-chi born in Kan-su pro-
vince and was educated in the western region where he learnt as many
as thirty-six differenc languages and dialects; the next (400-2 A.C.)
in point of time is of Kumarajiva, the famous Buddhist monk of
Kucha, who was taken to China (383 A.C.) where he translated several
Buddhist works into Chinese. The third translation (601 A.C.) is of
Jnanagupta and Dharmagupta who were Indians and whose translations
follow the Nepalese mss. In the preface to the third translation, there
are references to two originals of this text, one of which was the basis
of Dharmaraksa’s translation written on palm-leaves and the other in
the script of Kucha, which was the original used by Kumarajiva.
The writer of the preface points out some differences between the two
early Chinese versions in the contents of chapters V, VIII, X and XII
and then remarks that both the versions omit the gathas of the
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Samantamukbaparivarta (vide Pp-294-6) and place the Dharaniparivarta
afcer Samantamukbaparivarta. He added the very interesting remark
that “the omission of the githis in Kumirajiva’s version of chaps.
XII and XXV (XXIV in our text) had since been filled in by some
wise men, whose example I wish to follow ”(Ketn, Transl, Intro. xix,
xxiit). These gathis appear also in the Gilgit ms. and hence it
is apparent that such additions of new compositions were not an
uncommon feature of the old Buddhist mss.

Gilgit Mss. of the present text and the Samadbirajasiitra

On a comparison of the Gilgic ms. of the Samadbirzjasatra with
its Nepalese mss. it is found that a large section of the prose pottions
does not appear in the Gilgit ms. (vide my Gilgic Manuscripts, Vol. 1II,
parts i and ii) while the githa portions are almost common. This
shows that the original text, a major portion of which was in githas,
was enlarged at a later dare by substantial additions in prose. This,
however, is not the case with the Saddbarmapundarikasitra. There isa
close agreement in both prose and gatha portions between the Central
Asian mss. of the 6th century and those of the Nepalese mss, ranging
from the 11th to 18th century. Kern has also pointed out that the
agreement is close between the earliest Nepalese mss. and the Petrowiski
ms. and the same remark is equally applicable to the Gilgit ms,

Probable date of the Original

The finds of Central Asian mss. of this text place beyond doube
its existence and popularity in the 5th century A.C. Quotations from
this text are found in Candrakirtti’s commentary on the Madhyamika-
karika and Santideva’s Siksasamuccaya of the 6th or 7th century A.C,
The Chinese translation of Dharmaraksa which was slightly different
from the present text was made in 286 A.C., Hence we may without
any hesitation assign the 3td century A C. as its date of composition,
if not earlier. -

Liiders, Hoernle, Mironov, and other scholars are inclined to be-
lieve that the versions used by Dharmaraksa and Kumarajiva were
derived from an original text which was written in a Prakrit like
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Magadhi (see above p. ix ), though Liiders was cautious enough to
add that before the find of such a version, this conclusion of his should
not be regarded as definite. This inference about the existence of a
Prakrit original seems to be a little wide of the mark. .

Very recently (1953) Edgerton’s monumental work ent‘ltled
the “Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit Grammar and Dictionary” (abbreviated
as BHS) has come out, throwing a flood of light on the growth and
development of the language used in the Buddhist Sanskrit Texts. In
the Introduction to this work, he has criticised Liiders, Hian-lin
Dschi and other scholars who have suggested an old eastern Prakrit
as the original upon which the available versions of the Buddhist
Sanskrit texts are based. He says that the ‘Prakrit undetlying
BHS was certainly not identical with any Middle Indic dialect other-
wise known to us.” He was however unable to localise geographically
the home of the Prakrit nor did he expect a ““complete dialectic unity
in a body of texts of quite different dates” but still he thinks that
there was an essential dialectic unity ot the BHS Prakri.

Edgerton’s views are undoubtedly based on good grounds. and
exhaustive studies but we would like to know whether there is any
necessity of making an assumption that the texts available at present
must have been derived from an eatlier original text. Is it not more
plausible to hold that the mixed Prakrit-Sanskrit (which has bec;n
dubbed by Edgerton with the unhappy expression Hybrid Sanskrit)
was the accepted language of the Northern Buddhist writers and that
the variations noticed in the manuscripts of different dates were due to
changes made by the reciters and copyists in course of decades and
centuries?- So far we have not come across a single pure Prakrit text of
the Mahiyinists or even of the Sarvastivadins, except, of course, the
fragmentary Prakric Dharmapada, nor is there any reference
to such a text in any treatise. It isonly in Taranatha that we
get a feference to the existence of a Prajiiaparamita in Prakrit. Hence
it is not safe to infer the existence of a Prakrit text merely on the
basis of a few textual differences or different forms of Sanskritisa-
tion of Prakrit words borrowed from the phraseology of the Pali
Pitaka. The irtegular Sanskrit words and phrases found in the
versions form a very small fraction, almost negligible, of the
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whole text composed in good Sanskrit with lengthy compounds, beau-
tiful similes and bold imageries. The slight differences in the versions
of the text are due to lack of accuracy in presetving and copying a text.
The author of the preface to the Chinese translation of Jaanagupta and
Dharmagupta clearly refers to the practice of learned authors or copyists
to make additions whenever they desired. If this was done by a
writer in an old text, how much more must have been done by way
alterations of words or different juxtapositions of sentences,
stanzas and chapters by the copyists and reciters of later days.
Hence it is not at all strange that the identical text would
appear to have two or more recensions, though in fact there was no deli-
berate attempt at recasting the original form and language. Hence
the surmise made by Liiders, Hoernle and others is not very convin-
cing and we think that the original text was identical with the present
minus the additions and alterations made by the copyists and reciters
in course of centuries, during which long period the language also
underwent appreciable changes. In view of this contention of ours, the
probable date of the text is not very anterior to the 3rd century A.C.
and should be placed some time after the Mabavastu and the Lalita-
vistara from the point of both Buddhological conceptions and
linguistic characteristics. Hence its original  composition may be
assigned to the 2nd or even 1st century A.C.

Sanskritisation of Prakrit words

Commenting on the linguistic characteristics of the Central Asian
and the Nepalese mss., Liiders, Hoernle and Mitonov have come to the
conclusion that the earlier a ms., the more Prakritisms does it contain,
e.g. among the Central Asian mss., those written in Upright Gupta script
in the 5th or 6th century A.C. contain more Prakritisms than those
written in Calligraphic script of the 7th century, They assert
that all Central Asian mss. have more Prakritisms than the Nepalese
mss. The same remark is applicable to the Gilgit mss. as well.

In North Indian Buddhist texts Hinayana or Mahiyﬁna, the
Prakric  vocabulary and phraseology of the Pili Tripitaka or the
unknown original Prakrit Tripitaka, if there was any, were freely
used in a Sanskritised form. It seems that the use of Mixed
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Sanskrit in the Githias and Pure Sanskrit in the prose portions was
the rule in the first or second century A.C.or eatlier when the
Mahiyana texts were being composed for the first time. In the
gathas, emphasis was laid more on diction and melody than on gram-
mar, providéd the content was anyhow intelligible—a feature not
uncommon in our vernacular treatises of the mediaeval period.

It should be botne in mind that the Sanskritisation of the Pili
or the unknown Prakrit Tripitaka was started by the Sarvistividins
in the pre-Christian eras, and as a result, a complete Sanskrit Tripi-
taka came into existence and it became popular in Northern India

and in Central Asia and its neighbouring regions. It was asa’

protest against the realism of the Sarvastivadins that the idealism or
monism of the Mahayanists appeared and therewith the Mahayana texts
like the Prajfidparamitas, Lankavatirasitra, DaSabbamikasitra and the
present text. These were the productions of those monks who had studied
the Sarvastivada pitaka and were so well versed in the words and phraseo-
logy of the Tripitaka, that they used the same almost unconsciously
in their Mahiydna treatises, not to speak of retaining in many
instances the Prakrit words and grammatical forms. This will be
evident from the following few Pali passages appearing in Sanskrit
in the present text: — '

p. 13: Sa dharmam deSayati sma. Adau kalyanam madhye
kalyanam paryavasine kalyanam svartham suvyafijanam kevalam pari-
piirnam paryavadatam brahmacaryam samprakasayati sma.

Digha, I, p. 62: So dhammam deseti &adi-kalyanam majjhe
kalyanam pariyosana-kalydnam sattham savyafjanam kevala-paripunnam
parisuddham brahmacariyam pakaseti.

pp- 23,24: gambhiram dilrdgéar.n duranubodham

Vinaya, I, p. 4: gambhiro duddaso duranubodho.

p. 27: vicikitsd-kathamkatham viditva cetasaiva cetah parivitar-
kam-3jhaya.

Digha, I, p. 148; Vinaya, I, p. 35 : vicikiccho kathamkatho cetasa
cetoparivitakkam annaya. .

pp- 37, 60: bahujanahitdya bahujanasukhiya lokinukampiyai

mahato janakayasyarthaya hitaya sukhaya devanam ca manusyanim ca
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Vinaya, I, p. 21: bahujanahitiya bahujanasukhiya lokinukampiya
atthaya hitdya sukhiya devamanussanam.

PP- 51, 105: vidyacaranasampannah sugato lokavid anuttarah
purusadamyasirathih §3sta devinam ca manusyinidi ca Buddho
Bhagavan

.Dlgha, I, p. 49: vijjacaranasampanno sugato lokavidu anuttaro
purisadammasarathi sattha devamanussinam Buddho Bhagava.

P- 90: sa dharma ekaraso yaduta vimuktiraso viragaraso nirodha-

-----

Anguttara, IV, p. 203: ayam dhammavinayo ekaraso vimuttiraso

ssereeescoctam  nibbidaya virigiya nirodhiya UPASAMAYA.res vee vueoas
nibbanaya samvattati.

o ’ ) -
p- 122: defayatu dharmamasya lokasya samarakasya sabrahma-
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kasya sa$ramana-brahmanikiyih prajayah sadevamﬁnusisuriyih‘.
Vmaya, L p. 11: sadevake loke samarake
sassamanabrihmaniya pajaya sadevamanussaya

sabrahmake

p- 124: Sraddhaydgiradanagarikam  praveajicah... ves ..o pandita
vyatta medhavinah kusala .

Samyutta, IV, p. 375: saddhdya agaradanagarikam pabbajita
«se vos ..o panditd viyatta medhavini bahussuta,

p- 285: kaccit te ksamaniyam kaccid yapaniyam

Vinaya, I, p. 253: kacci khamaniyam kacci yapaniyam.

p- 303: dharmya kathayd samdarsayati samadapayati samutte-
jayati sampraharsayati

Digha, II, p. 42: dhammiya kathaya sandassesi samadapesi

samuttejesi sampahamsesi.

p- 285: alpabadhatim alpatankatam laghutthinatim yatram
balam sukhasamsparfaviharatam.

Digha, I, p. 204: appabadham appataikam laghutthanam balam
phasuviharam. '

Examples of Prakritisms in the Central Asian Mss.
In his preface to the edition of this text, Prof. Kern gives a list of

3
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words collected from the Petrowiski ms. with their corresponding words

in the Nepalese mss. Some of these are: —

for pratiyisyanti
" pariijayitvﬁ

asmebhi

[ =i ]

(d) cases ; —

pariyapunisyanti ,, paryavapsyanti
» pranamya

for asmabhih rddhiye
updyasebhir ,, updyasebhyah antikiato  ,,
tebhi . tchi
devehi » devaih Catl..ll'r'lt_l?lrp]
disabhi . dlksu Paf‘§5“5mr ”»

purimebhi ,, piirvehi

catvart
parisaim

avalokayimsu  for avalokayamasa pattiyisyanti
avocuh »» avocan parajinitva
asthasit ,» asthat

karapayimsu » karayamasuh pranamayitva
nisiditva »» nisadya ghrayati

» Jighrati

The following list is made éu: of Mironov’s readings of the frag-

ments as given in this text: —

(a) verbs: —

abhirarﬁatha for abhiramadhvam

pariydpuneya for paryavapnuyat

karimsu » karonti, kdrayanti bhasi ,» abhasanta, abhasata
. bhane »» pravadet
:E:: E:;t } ,» abhuvam bhonti o bhavanti
’ ' manyatha  ,, manyadhvam
asthasi ,» asthat labheyam ,, labhemahi
tapyanta ,» tapyamanan evam vadeyat ,, etad avocat

niskdsayeya ,, niskrimayeyam

samjaneyasi ,, samjfiatavyo

(b) dropping of ¢’ : —

bhaveya  for bhavet
likhapaya _,, likhapayet
Sraveya » Stavayet
satkareya ,, satkuryat

(c) participles, gerunds etc: —

alapeya for alapet
ksipe ,» niksipet
taraye »» tarayet
dhareya »» dharayet
pasyeya » pasyet
grhya for grhnitva
drstvana  ,, drstva
Srutvana  ,, frunitva,

Srunitvda  for niSamya
Srunandya ,, $ravandya
upavista  ,, upavifya

vejayantebhi,, vaijayantibhir

for rddhyi

antikat

catasrnam parsadim

yanebhi »» yanaih dattair bhiksave ,, bhiksavas
dinnebhi . antariyasmi ,, antariye
ratanebhi ,, ratnehi lokadhituya »» lokadhatusu hi
sahastebhi | sahasrai imasyam imasmin
(¢) pronouns: —

ida for imu imasmi  for asya
tdam ,, lmam edréah » 1drSah
imena ,» anena tdyam »» tasyim
imesam  ,, esim yusme »» ylyam

(B gender irregularity : —

imani gathani for ima githa

(g) pure Prakrit words: —
abhinham  for abhiksanam dhita for duhita
uparima s, ardhva subherava ,, subhairava
orasa » putrena viyuha » vyiha
gilina » glana rodra ,», raudra
duscelaka |, kucailaki

(h) dropping of consonantal endings: —
actamana  for attamanaskah . patisa for parisad
tava ,» tavad
(1) sandhis:—

atiriva for ativa tasyesa for tasyaisa
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Besides the linguistic characteristics of the eatlier mss. dealt with
above, there are many irregularities in the language of the gathas,
which may be generalised thus: —

(a) indiscriminate use of singular for plural, long for short
and vice versa, in many cases, for exigencies of metre;

(b) frequent use of ‘u’ as ending for nominative and accusa-
tive cases as-also in verbs, particles etc., e.g., ahu (=aham, 71, 21 1%,
212), dharmu (185, 212), vaidyu (214), yadtéu (65), drjavu (1 87),
imu pafcimu (19o), amukitu nagaritu (58), $rutu (81), pasyisu
(211, 213), viceru (218), hayeyu (1138)

(c) use of bhoti, bhesyati, bhesyima is quite common

(d) A/sthi conjugated thus:—adhisthahami (211), pra-
tisthahanti (93), vyutthahitva (192)

(¢) formation of gerunds: kariydna (246), nisidiyana (185),
$rupiyana (217), gatvana (9g), gamiyana (110), ujjhiya (187), prapiya
(262), vilokiya (294), vijaniya (91)

(f) locative by ', e.g., kali (190), loki (170), akasi (218),
upayi (190)

(g) genitives are expressed thus: parsina (191), sutdna (213),
dharmina (214), ksetrana (217)

(h) rules of Prakric grammar in sandhis are often observed
e.g. sitrimu (264), bhontimi (68), dharmenimu (94), kalpiman
(113) ‘

(i) past tenses formed by the affix ‘imsu’ e.g. avacimsu (130),
$ravayimsu (131)—vide also previous list

(i) wuse of Prakrit vocabulary e.g. bhirave (99), tahim (103),
avihethitah (113), marisa (116), ujjukam (91), kilasita (93, 186),
dahara (191), bahiriye (249)

(k) frequent use, as in Pali, of ‘o’ for ava, as in anolino (183,

233), oropayi (218), okireta (225), otaritva (85), onahati (91).

* THe figures refer to pages of this text.
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The aim and object of the work

The main object of the work is to establish that there is only one
yana and that is Buddhayana and not the three yanas known as
Srivakayina, Prétyekabuddhayina and Bodhisattvayana. In explain-
ing the reason why the three yinas came into vogue, Buddha said
that the three yanas were merely his expedients (upaya-kauialya) for
imparting training to beings having different mental capacities and
inclinations on account of their past accumulated karma. Like the
clouds showering rains uniformly on all vegetation, big or small, or very
small, with or without a healthy growth, he preached his dharma to all
beings without any discrimination, and it was due to the beings
in different stages of mental development that the dbarma was
comprehended by them in diverse ways. Hence the Yana of
Buddha’s teaching was actually one but it appeared as three to the
various disciples.

As a corollary to the above contention that there was one yana,
Buddha said that the Hinayana arhats like Sariputra, Mahakasyapa
and others had not really attained Nirvina but they had put an end
to their mental and physical impurities (klesas) and had reached a
haven of rest and peace and that they were to exert further to attain
the knowledge which would make them a Buddha, a Tathigata. In
the Mahayana philosophical terms, they had realised non-existence of
individuality (pudgala-Sinyaia) by destroying the veil of impurities
(klesavarana) and not the non-existence of the phenomenal world
(dbarma-Sismyata) by removing the veil (jieyavarana) that covered the
Truth, the Reality and without which they could not be regarded as
having visualised the Truch. Hence Bhagavan Sakyamuni prophesied
that most of the distinguished Arhats, male and female, would,
after many more existences, pethaps not in this earth, become
ultimately Tathagatas. As regards the Bodhisattvas, there was not
much difficulty; they were also foretold that they would ultimately
become Buddhas. Of particular interest is the importance attached
in  the text to Avalokite$vara, Bhaisajyarija and Samantabhadra
Bodhisattvas.

The next point which the text touches is the immense merit that
a person would derive by reading, writing and propagating this Sitra.
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A preacher or a reciter of this Siitra, called a Dhann'al?l?ﬁqaka, has bee;
extolled in an extraordinary degree, and the responsibility of care an

protection of the Siitra and its reciters has been taken up l?y th:
bodhisattvas, gods, yaksas and even ‘raksasis’. A large portion o
the text is devoted to this topic evidently in order to rouse devotion
for Buddha and this Siitra in the minds of the monks and lay.men, and
this is also one of the reasons why copies of the ms. of this t}:xt ar;:
almost ubiquitous in Central Asia, Eastern Turkestan, Kashmir an

Nepal.

In this treatise, more stress has been laid on devotion and .vmrsblp
than on meditational and other practices. To attain perfection, Le.
Buddhahood, all that is needed is the worship of Buddhas and Bodhi-
sattvas, The Arhats, who wanted to attain Buddhahood, were. only to
worship countless Buddhas and stapas in. their future. exlsthlces.
The devotees are also enjoined to worship this S#tra and its reciters,
and to erect stiipas on spots sanctified by the presence of a Buddh; or
a Dharmabhinaka reciting this S#tra,  Adoration of B.udd_as,
Avalokitcévara. and Samantabhadra Bodhisattvas as also of this S#tra

and Stiipas seems to be the keynote of this treatise.

The text, being mainly devotional, avoids the philosophical a;p;lct.s
of the Teaching. The fantastic account of innumeta‘ble Buddhas, o hi-
sattvas and Buddhaksetras indicates vividly the belief t‘hat the universe
is infinite.  Without using the word ananta or asima, it states that tl?c
‘Buddhakserras composing the universe exceed the number of sdat:mds in
the Ganges. Each Buddhaksetra is presided over by one B_ud a, as
there cannot be two Buddhas in one Buddhaksetra or lokadha—ltu. Every
Buddha has as his disciples innumerable Bodhisatcvas: Sravakfs an.d
Pratyekabuddhas. The Buddha of our earth, ca.llcd Saha _lokz;dhatu: 1:
Sakyamuni. He has been presiding over this lokadhitu tog tllm
immemorial and will continue to do so for several ka%pas.h e 1a§
been training for ages the disciples who becam.e h.ls Ar atds fa:in
Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas when he appearfed l'n his crc;lltl omc

as Gautama Buddha and will train them up again ull tl.ley all ecolife
Buddhas. Sakyamuni’s length of life is unl'lmlted: His previous
when he was a Bodhisattva is given in a semi-mythical form.
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The philosophical truths, as expounded in all Mah;’iyina texts,
have been taken for granted in this treatise. There are statements
such as that the phenomenal world (dbarma) is unreal ($anyam); that
all dharmas are fixed, unshakeable, immutable, non-transfotming
similar to akasa, unconstituted and beyond description (vide p-182);
that the realisation of the non-existence of worldly objects leads to
omniscience—the insight and knowlcdge of a Tathigata. The
summum bonum is Buddhahood and not nirvana, and for its attain-
ment, it recommends acquisition of the six virtue—perfcccions (pémmités),
the sixth being prajiiaparamita, which is identical with omniscience
(sarvajriati). Along with the acquisition of the paramitis, the Bodhi.
sattvas must lead 2 very discreet and well-controlled life, practising
amity (maitr)) and forbearance (ksanti). They must avoid contact
with worldly men like kings, nobles, ministers, heretical teachers or
philosophers, mantra-reciters, women as also Sravakas and Pratyeka-
buddhas. They must keep themselves mentally aloof from a
householders, even when imparting religious instructions to them
(vide p-180-181). The Bodhisattvas could be both householders and
recluses, but very likely the Bodhisattvas preaching the dbarma were
monks, for it is said (vide p.6) that there were Bodhisattvas who
shaved their head, donned yellow robes, lived in open sky or in

lonely forests and remained engaged in studies, o practised meditations
in mountain-caves,

Another important characteristic of the work is that it retajns
many of the traditions found in the Pali texts including the names of
monks like Gayakasyapa, Nadikasyapa, Kapphina, Vakkula and Cunda
(vide P-137) along with those of Rahula, Mahipajipati Gotami,

Yasodhari etc. Siriputra and a few other noted arhats appear as promi.
nent figures,

The whole episode relating to Gautama Buddha’s hesitation in
preaching the religious truths after the attainment of bodh;i and
then his decision to give an exposition of the four aryasatyas and the
chain of causation (pratityasamutpa'da) appears almost verbatim in
connection with the life of Mahabhijfiajhanabhimukha Tathigata

- (vide chapter Vi)
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Lastly, we should refer to the appearance of the Prabhﬁtaratn;
Tathagata in a jewelled stiipa erected specially for the purpose :;n
$akyamuni sharing his throne with him, the emergence o'f clount Tlss
Bodhisattvas from below the earth, and the many maglc.a Ss?e s
(dbaranis) formulated for the protection o.f the preachers of thlscl utraci
Though these make the text unrealistic, it must have produce Boo¢
effect on the devotional minds. This also marks th.e stage of transi-
tion from a rational teaching to that of a devotional one a‘nd t:a.\t
again of the extreme type. Itis rather strik?ng that a text like tlls
created devotional fervour not only in India but also among the
foreigners in Central Asia, China and Japan.*

* For the guidance of those readers who may not have the patience to go

. _ ‘. read
through every chapter of the work, a running summary 1s given for thcxf < y
reference, and at the same time to show the trend of thought that is being

developed from chapter to chapter.
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SUMMARY

Cha pter I

The compiler after paying obeisance to all Buddhas and Bodhisat-
tvas including all Pratyekabuddhas, Aryairivakas, and Bodhisattvas
of the past, present and future announces his intention of reprodu-
cing the Vaipulyasitra called the Saddbarmapundarika containing
the highest teaching.

The text opens with the words “Evam mayi érutam”. Bhagavan
(Sakyasimha) was staying at the Vulture Peak of Rajagrha surrounded
by several Arhats (=Mahaéravakas) including Ananda the 3aiksa
(still under training, e, not yet an arha, an asaiksa),
a large number of monks, petfect and imperfect, and also many
nuns and highly advanced Bodhisattvas who were to attain Buddhahood
after another birth (ekajﬁti-pratibaddba) as also other Bodhisattvas,
various classes of gods from the highest to the lowest, including
Nigas, Kinnaras, Gandharvas, Asiiras, Garudas, and lastly king
Ajacasatru.

At that moment Bhagavin  after delivering  the religious
discourse for Bodhisattvas called Muabanirdeia Vaipulyasitranta had
just entered into a deep meditation, when tays shot forth from the
middle of his eye-brows and illumined the universe composed of
innumerable Buddhaksetras, revealing the Buddhas presiding over
the same as also the beings dwelling in Avici hells. This
sudden flash of light roused the curiosity of all beings, including that
of Maitreya' Bodhisattva, who unable to make out the cause of such a
brilliant light, approached the vastly experienced Mafijusri Bodhisattva
for enlightenment. In putting the question, Maitreya Bodhisattva
described in a few words the efforts made by all worldly beings
specially Bodhisattvas to attain spiritual elevation and perfect
knowledge.  Magjuéri replied that the cause of such splendid
illumination was that Bhagavan was going to deliver a discourse for the
benefit of all beings. He said that he bad visualised similar miracles
long long ago when the Tathagata called Candrasﬁryaptadipa appeared
in this mortal world and delivered discourses. He further said

4
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that this Buddha was the last of the countless Tathagatas bearing
the name Candrasiiryapradipa, and that before he became Buddha
he had eight sons all of whom became Cakravartins. At that
time there was the Bodhisattva called Varaprabha who had eight
hundred disciples, among whom were the eight sons of Candra-
pradipa, to all of whom the Tathagata delivered the discourse called
the Saddbarmapundarika, a Mahavaipulya-siitrinta and then entered
into  parinirvana.  Varaprabha Bodhisattva preserved the Siitranta
for countless aeons, and imparted the same to his disciples including
the eight sons of Candrapradipa. All of these eight sons became
in" the long run Samyaksambuddhas, and the last of them was
known as Dipankara. Out of the eight hundred disciples, one
was idle and fond of worldly fame and gains. He became later
known as Yafaskima, who also in course of time after worshipping
many Buddhas, became the Maitreya Bodhisattva. The Varaprabha
Bodhisattva was none else but Madjuéri himself in one of his
previous existences.

Chapter 11

“Bhagavan Sakyasimha now rises from his deep meditation, regains
his normal mental state and then addresses Sariputra with these
words “Very deep and extremely difficult it is for the Srivakas and
Pratyekabuddhas to comprehend the truth attained by the Tathagatas,
who had struggled for it for several acons. Equally difficult it is
for them to penetrate into the meaning of the terse expressions
(samdbabbasys) used by the Tathagatas”. S$ikyasimba also before
his attainment of bodbi at Gaya busied himself with the acquisition of
the Gvenika-dbarmas (eighteen dbarmas leading to Buddhahood) and it
was after realising the Truth that he became convinced that it could not
be imparted by one to another by means of words. Though aware of the
futility of duenika-dbarmas he had to instruct the Srivakas to acquire
them only as an expedient because he realised that these venika-

.dbarmas only could appeal to them. He admitted that by acquiring

these dbarmas the perfect Sravakas and Pratyekabuddhas became free
from impurities and would not have any more rebirth buct still they
‘were not_capable of realising the highest Truth visualised by the
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Tathigatas. Not to speak of Srivakas and Pratyekabudhas, even-
Bodhisattvas of the highest rank, i. e. the Avaivarttikas (lic. non-'
receding from the goal) were far away from the realisation of the:
Truch. Sariputra was asked to rely on Bhagavan Sikyasimha’s words
that the three yinas were mere expedients resorted to by Buddhas for-
imparting training to beings who clung to different types of practices
for spiritual progress. )
Thereupon Sariputra solicited Buddha to explain why he said-
that the Truth was too deep and subtle to be comprehended by
Sravakas and why the terse sayings of Buddhas were also unintelligible
to them. At the repeated request of Sariputra, Buddha agreed to
explain the real aim of Tathigatas only to those who had implicit faith
in him and not to those who were still conceited (abbimanika).
He said that the Truth could not be the subject-matter- of
discussion  (atarko’ tarkivacarab) and could be realised by the:
Tathagatas within themselves. The Buddhas appear in the world
only to help beings to attain the Tatha’igata—knowledge and insighe
(tathagatajiiana-dariana) which may be equated to omniscience (sarva~
jAiata) and for this there is really one yana called Buddbayina and not
a second or a third, though they take recourse to many forms of ex-
position to suit the different classes of beings whose mental inclinations
and mental developments vary on account of their appearance in the
world at a time when there are one or more of the five shortcomings
(kasiyas) due to kalpa (time), sattva (type of beings), kleia (impuri-
ties), drsti (wrong views) and Zyus (length of life). i o
The above topic is repeated in further details in the gathas..
Buddha said that for those beings who believed in the existence of
the world and its sufferings, he preached his dbarma giving reasons
and examples, in nine angas, viz., sitra, gatha, itivrttaka, jataka,
adbbuta, nidina and various geya replete with similes. He held up
before them the summun bonum of Nirvana and not Buddhahood.
Similarly he preached the Vaipulyasitras to those who had accumulated
merits through several existences and were pure, learned, and well
behaved and to them he held out the goal of Buddhahood. = =
There was only one yana and not three and if Buddha had pteach-
ed only Hinayana (p. 35, v. 57) then he would have been' charged
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with miserliness (matsarya), envy (irsya) and attachment (chandariga).
If he had straightaway asked everybody to seek bodbi, then many
would not have taken his advice seriously, and would have suffered
for that reason longer in the worlds of existence and got entangled
in one or more of the sixty two heretical views.

Buddha assured Buddhahood not only to those who fulfilled the six
paramitas but also to those who worshipped the relics of Buddha or
erected thereon stiipas of any material, be it of jewel or sand, or made
images (bimba) of Buddha with any metal or even clay, or drew
sketches of the figure of Buddha on paper, wall, etc., or even offered
flowers or played musical instruments or sang songs in adoration of
Buddha'’s images or just uttered the words «“Namo’stu buddbaya™.

‘There is only one dbharma, which is refulgent by nature (prakstis ca
dharmana sada prabbisvard) and which is eternal, unshakeable and
has a law of itself (dbarmaniyamata). Realising the eternal dharma,
$akyasimha stayed at the Bodhimanda for three weeks and felt pity
for the suffering beings. He wanted to enter into parinirvana then
and there, but at the intervention of Brahma and also remembering
what the previous Buddhas had done, he made up his mind to propa-
gate his dharma in three ways (yana) so that it could be intelligible
to the beings at large. He then proceeded to Benares and preached
his dharma to the five bhiksus in a modified form using for the first
time the words nirvana, arbanta, dbarma and sarigha. At the same
time he initiated the Bodhisattvas, who approached him, into the
highest truth. It is this higher teaching that he was going to impart

now to Sariputra and asked him to have implicit faich in his words
and assured him that he as well as many other Arhats would ulti-
mately attain Buddhahood.

Chapter 111

- After listening to the above mentioned words of Buddha, Sariputra

- regretted that he and his fellow brethren were satisfied with the
supetficial aspect of the teaching and did not exert to dive deep into
its inner meaning which is pure, subtle and beyond discussion and
thereby missed to attain Buddhahood with all its attributes (see vs 5-6).
He felt that as he was previously a heretical parivrijaka, he was taught

[ xxxi ]

only wirurti (quietude) by tealising the non-existence of any substance
(soul) in phenomena but it was not real nirvrti attainable only
by Buddhas. He was elated at the hope held out by Buddha
Sakyasimha that he would also in due course become a Buddha.. He
had no more doubt about the truth and solemnity of the words of
Buddha and he would never mistake those as the beguiles of

Mara. He was reminded by Buddha that he had forgotten the

. Bodhisattva vow taken by him long long ago and that he had received

training  from Sikyasimha in the Bodhisattva secrets and that he being
forgetful of his long past, felt that he had - attained Nirvina. This
text, Saddbarmapugzdari/ea, was delivered by $Sikyasimha p;rticularly
to revive the memory of the Bodhisattva vows taken by .Srivakas.

After countless aeons Sariputra was to become the Buddha
Padmaprabha and his Buddhaksetra would be called Viraja and would
be full of Bodhisattvas. This prophecy about Sariputra was applauded
by the assemblage of gods and men who expressed their appreciation
of Buddha’s samdbibbisya (enigmatic sayings) by saying: that at
Benares the doctrine of origin and decay of skandbas (constituents of
a bei.n.g) was explained while the same teacher was now giving an
exposition of a subtle inconceivable dbarma.

Though Siriputra had implicit faith in Buddha’s prophecy, still he
requested Sikyasimha to explain why formerly he imparted at all the
teaching of anitma (selflessness) and nirvana to disciples like him.

Buddha removed his doubts by telling a parable which is as
follows: —

There was a fabulously rich man who had a very large house,
which,however,was very old, full of refuses and was the haunt of birds,
dogs, worms, reptiles, pretas, yaksas and pisacas. It had a tottering
roof of straw, and had only one door for exit. The house suddenly
caught fire. The owner of the house had a number of children
playing within the house. He was vety much frightened on account
of the fire as also of the venomous man-killing beings existing in the
house and thought of carrying the children out by his strong arms
but the difficulty was that the boys were unmindful of the fire and
were going hither and thither and could not be brought together and
would not even listen to their father’s warning about the raging fire,
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The father knew his children’s inclinations and so he came out of the
house and collected beautiful toy-carts drawn by bull, goat and deer
and tempted the boys to take them after coming out of the burning
house. The boys struzgled among themselve to come out first in order
to have the best toy-cart. The father then felt relieved at the safety
of his sons. When the boys asked for toys, the father, immensely
‘rich as he was, gave each of them not the cheap types of toy-carts but
extremely expensive fast carriages (mabayanam), replete with all con-
ceivable furnishings, and drawn by very sturdy bulls.

Buddha then asked Sariputra whether he would consider the
father guilty of telling a lie. When Sariputra answered in the
negative, Buddha told him that he himself might be likened to the
rich father, the house to the world of (five organic) sense-desires, and
the sons to the men of the world unmindful of the fire burning the
world. The wooden cheap toy-carts were the various disciplinary
and meditational practices prescribed in Srivaks-yana, Pratyekabud-
dbayana and Bodbisattvayana, which were held out as the bait for
the men of the world to come out of the three worlds of existence
(¢tridbatu). The bait was the attainment of eternal happiness through
perfection in bala, bodbyanga, dbyana, vimoksa, samadhi, samapatti
etc. Some of the men of the world, who relied upon Buddha’s words,
retired from the world. Of them again some became interested in
attaining salvation (parinirvana) for himself only by listening to the
teachings and following the practices relating to the four aryasatyas.
They were the Srivakayanists and they might be compared to the boys
secking toy-carts drawn by deer. There were others who sought self-
contol without any guide, but who also wanted theit own salvation
through the comprehension of the law of causation (betupratyaya).
They were the Pratyckabuddhayanists and might be compared to the
boys asking for toy-carts drawn by goat (4ja). There were also those
who aspired for omniscience like that of the Buddha by self-acquired
petfect knowledge and wished to help all beings to attain parinirvana
and exerted to attain the qualities which made a Buddha. These
were the Mahayanists, secking exit from the Tridhatus and might be
compared to the boys secking carts drawn by bulls.

Though the father tempted the boys by showing to them different
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toy-carts, he actually gave them not toy-carts but actual vehicles of a
very high class and so Buddha gave his disciples Buddbayana. In face,
all the four yanas were of one nature and so Buddha could not be said
to have told a lie by taking recourse to the expedient of teaching his
dbarma in three different ways, viz., Srivakayina, Pratyekabuddbayﬁna
and Bodbisattvayina. Buddha avoided teaching the Sitra to any
unbelieving person lest he should be the victim of dire consequences
(detailed in the gathas 113-136) to which a person was destined for
not accepting this Sitra as Buddbavacana. A person’s virtues and
acquisitions, which entitled him to learn this Sisra from the Teacher,

are given in the gathis 137-147.

Chaptet v
Subhiiti, Mahikityiyana, Mahikiéyapa and Mahimaudgalyﬁynna

were all amazed at Buddha’s prophecy that Sariputra would in the
long run become a Buddha. They said that they had grown very old
and lost their energy. Even if they sat long for listening to Buddha’s
discourses, their limbs ached. They said that they had trained many
Bodhisattvas in spiritual practices and even encouraged them to attain
Bodhi but they themselves never aspired for the same. They were
now- therefore taken aback to hear that it was possible for arhats like
them also to become Buddhas.

Mahakadyapa then explained the aims of an arhat, i.e., of the
Hinayanists by a parable, which is as follows : —

A poor father and his son while seeking their livelihood went to
different places and became separated from each other for about fifey
years. In course of time the father became fabulously rich while the
son remained poor and earned his living by any sort of mean job. His
father lamented that he had now no son to inherit him and frequently
remembered his own son from whom he had to part long ago. It ‘so
happened that the son while secking some work reached his father’s
place and saw his palatial building but he could not recognise his
father. e was frightened by the wealth and pomp of a rich
man. He hastened to that part of the town where lived the poor
people (daridra-vithi), He was however recognised by his father who
sent his men to bring him to his house. When he was so accosted he
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thought he must have committed some wrong and out of fear fell in 2
swoon. He was set free at the behest of his father, who without
disclosing his identity to any body engaged two men, had them
dressed in rags, and asked them to approach and tell him that
they were looking for men for removing the refuses of the house
and would pay double the usual wages. The poor son accepted the
job and dwele in the thatched outhouses for workmen. One day he
was approached by his. father who dressed himself in poor dirty
clothes, spoke appreciatively ‘of his sincére and faithful discharge of
duties, and offered to meet all his needs and said that he would look
“upon him as his own son. The son continued to do the menial works
as usual for another twenty years and gradually became a faithful
worker of the household with free ingress and egtess but he still lived
in the thatched outhouses of the building. '

When the rich father was in deathbed he called his son and
wanted to give him all his possessions. The son, however, did not
care to toq;:h «the wealth and remained satisfied with his hovel and
poverty. At last when the rich father found that his son had become
capable of protecting the property and had developed aspirations for
getting rich, he announced in the presence of kings, nobles, ministers
and townsfolk that the poor man was his own son and that they were
separated long ago, and so they became strangers. He declared that
his property after death should devolve on him, This announcement
of his father amazed the poor man greatly.

The rich father of this story is the Tathdgata while the poor son
is to be compared to the monks like ‘Mahakasyapa, and the wages
paid to the poor man is Nirvana. The announcement that the relation
between the two was that of father and son is to be compared with
the present declaration of the Tathagata that the Hinayana monks
ate his sons (dayada) but still the latter prefer to remain satishied
with the attainment of Nirvina. Inspite of their low aims the
Tathigata promises them omniscience, knowledge and insight of a
Tathigata and places before them the prospect of a higher summum

bonum and this has taken them by surprise.

Mahikasyapa was complimented by Buddha for explaining the
position of Hinaydna arhats by this interesting story.
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Chapter V

After complimenting Mahakasyapa for explaining the relation
between the Tathagata and Arhats, Bhagavan said that the Tathagata
wa.s the master of all dbarmas and he showered his dbarma on all
beings so that they might attain omniscience ultimately. He gave
the simile of clouds raining over all trees, plants and shrubs without
any discrimination but their growth and fructification depended not
merely on rain-water, which is the same for all (ekarasa) but also on
the strength and nature of their seed and various other factors. The
Tath&gata_ likewise delivered his teachings for the benefit of gods,
men and other beings and explained the path leading to the goal.
The teaching was however imparted in ways suited to the mental
development of the various classes of beings and those to whom it
appealed were reborn in the heavens where they exerted for the attain-
ment of omniscience. Like the variant growth of trees, plants and
shrubs according to their nature, the various classes of beings of the
Yvorld also had the growth of their knowledge according to their
fnnate nature. The teacHing however was the same, consisting, as
it did, of mental emancipation, dissociation from worldly matters,
cessation of impurities and attainment of omniscience (sarvadbarma
ekaraso  yaduta vimuktiraso viragaraso mnirodbarasab sarvajfiajfiana-
?Jaryavasinab). But still the Tathagata, who knew the mental work-
mgs. f’f all beings, did not teach them all at once the means of
attaining omniscience.

Buddha further explained that as the Sun shines on all, good
or bad, high or low, without making any distinction so the light of
knowledge of the Tathagatas shines over all beings in all spheres of
existence. In short, there is no question of small or big in diffusion
of the light of knowledge.

Mahakasyapa then asked him why then the nomenclatures of
three yanas, Sravaka, Pratyekabuddha and Bodhisattva had come into
vogue. Buddha replied that it was like the earthen pot given different
nomenf:laturcs according to the objects it contained, e.g., a curd-jar,
butter-jar, etc. Similarly there is one Buddhayina and not three; on
account of the different mental equipment of beings; the three yanas
are spoken of by the Tathagatas. Those who realise that the dbarmas
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are non-existent and devoid of any individuality are the Bodhisattvas
who obtain the Bodhi. Those with medium intellectual powers are
the Pratyekabuddhas, while those who are without the knowledge of
the non-existence of dbarmas are the Sravakas (v. 52).

The next -question put by Mahikasyapa was whether Nirvana,
i.e., exit from the Tridhatu was different for three yanas or same.
In reply, Buddha said that ‘Nirvina’ had only one meaning viz.
realisation of the sameness of all objects (sarvadbarmasamata). He
gave a simile. Suppose a person born blind is told by a person with
eyesight about the existence of different objects, Sun, Mcion, stars,
planets. Would the blind take him at his words? Certainly not, but if
his eyesight be restored by an able physician by the application of
the four Kinds of medicines procured from the Himalayas, would he
not admit that he was foolish enough not to have believed the words
of the person with eyesight. Then, again, he was being told by a
saint who had obtained divine sight and othetr powers, that he was
unable to see things beyond the wall nor could he know other beings’
thoughts and so forth. On his enquiry how to obtain them, he was
advised to take to forest life and meditate, give up worldly desires and
acquire the five abbijiias (higher powers). In this simile, the person born
blind is a wotldly man and cthe physician is the Tathagata whose medi-
cines were $iinyata, animitta, apranibita and nirvana. The blind man with
eyesight restored is to be compared to monks taking to Sravaka and
Pratyekabuddhayana, who realised only Nirvina by removal of im-
purities (kleSabandbanan nirmuktab). This nirvana is only a respite
(virama) and is not the ultimate nirurti (v. 74). Then it was
Tathagata like the saint with five abbijfias advised the man to realise
that the world around him was non-existent like a mirage, dream or
echo and that all dharmas were without origin and decay, neither
bound nor unbound, visible neither in darkness nor in light (sa sarva-
dbarman anutpannan aniruddban abaddban amuktan na tamo’ndhakarin

" na prakaiin padyati).

There was no nirvina without omniscience (sarvajfiatvamyte nasti
nirvanam). The means for the attainment of this ultimate Nirvana
was the realisation of $iimyata (non-existence of objects), animitta
(absence of characteristics of objects), and apranibita (= pranidbana-

[ xxxvii ]

vivarjita= discarding all intentions), and acquisition of Bodbicitta (vow
to af:tain the highest knowledge) and the culture of four brabmavibiras
(amity, c?mpassion, joy ac others’ success, and equanimity), bearing
however in mind that all these various means were as non-existent
as the sky. One who has realised the sameness of everything can be
said to have visualised the Dbarmakaya, the Nirvana eternal.

Chapter VI

After listening to the prophecy about Sariputra and the intention
of Bhagavan to guide all Arhats to Buddhahood, the arhats Maha-
kasyapa, Subhiiti, Mahakityayana and Mahamaudgalyayana became
all very anxious to know what was in store for each of them. Bhaga-
van then announced that each of them, after worshipping countless
Buddhas and erecting  invaluable stiépas over their relics, would

ultimately become Tathagatas with tkeir own Buddhaksetras which
are as follows: — .

Arbat Tathagata Buddbaksetra
1. Mahika;'léyapa Ra$miprabhasa Avabhisaprﬁpta
2. Subhiti Sasiketu Ra.tnasambhava
3. Mahakatyayana Jambunada-prabhisa —
4. Mahamaudgalyiyana ‘Tamalapatracandana- Mano’bhirima
gandha
Chapter VII

Bhagavain now speaks of his akyasi a
o tha oo 5 his own advent as Sakyasimha Tathagata

Incalculable ages ago, there appeared the Tathagata known as
Mahabhijnajaanabhibhii, whose length of life was immeasurable. He
totally vanquished the army of Maira and remained seated for
ten kalpas with motionless body under the Bodhi tree with the
resolution to visualise the Truth. He was worshipped by the gods
with flowers and divine music. After ten kalpas he became full
enlightened. !

Before retirement in his Bodhisattva stage, he had sixteen sons
all of whom became sovereigns with unlimited wealth and posscssion;
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which they gave up and embraced the life of recluses. The sixteen
sons approached the Tathagata with words of adoration and solicited
him to promulgate his dbarma so that they as well as other beings
might derive benefit from the same. When this solicitation was
made, light flashed forth from the Tathagata’s body and illumined
the whole universe including the palaces of the Mahibrahma gods of
the ten directions. All the Mahabrahmid gods came down and
offered their palaces to the Tathagata in adoration and in appropriate
words eulogised him for his achievement and then solicited him to
roll the wheel of law. The Tathigata gave his consent by silence.
He then preached the four aryssatyas and the law of causation
relating to the origin and cessation of worldly sufferings.  On
listening to the discourses, innumerable men and gods along with a
huge Sravakasamgha became emancipated, and obtained trividya,
sadabbijnia and astavimoksa.

The sixteen princes who became Sramaneras said that by the
Dbharmacakra preached by Bhagavan, innumerable persons became
Sravakas but-they themselves had higher aims and wanted to be
Samyaksambuddhas. And so specially for their benefit Bhagavin
delivered the Mabavaipulyasiitrinta called the Saddbarmapundarike
containing instructions for Bodhisattvas. They committed the same to
memory and reproduced it in the presence of countless men and
gods. For this they were complimented by Bhagavin, who at the
same time advised the Sravakayanists, Pratyekabuddhayanists and
Bodhisattvayanists to develop faith in the Satranta, and to prepare
themselves to attain Bodhi. All the sixteen Srimaneras became
ultimately Samyaksambuddhas, presiding over sixteen Buddhaksetras.
Of them the sixteenth became known as Sakyamuni Tathagata and
his Buddhaksetra as Saha lokadhatu.

The countless beings, to whom these sixteen prince Sramaneras had
imparted teaching, were reborn at the time of Sakyamuni as bhiksus
seeking Sravakabodhi. Likewise, those bhiksus who still adhered to
Srivakabodhi at the time of Sakyamuni’s parinirvana would be reborn
in other lokadhatus where they would be further trained by $akyamuni
Tathigata and led to samyaksambodhi. The parinirvana of Sakya-

muni was only an expedient for training monks of lower aims, as
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there could be only one parinirvana and one yana and not a second
nor a third.

A parable is given to illustrate the above fact. A guide is leading
a number of travellers to Ratnadvipa through a very large forest. The
travellers get tired in crossing the forest and want to return to their
homes. The guide thereupon magically creates a town in the forest
and asks the travellers to take rest there and get themselves refreshed.
When the guide finds that the travellers have regained their energy, he
makes the town vanish and tells them to proceed as they have not
yet reached the destination. Like the guide, Buddha was leading the
Stivakayanists and like the magically created town, he devised the
Nirvanabbami of the Stavakas and Pratyekabuddhas. It was not
the final Nirvaga and so the Sravakayanists had yet to exert further
and achieve the Tathagata knowledge and that would be the final
nirvrti.

Chapter VIII

After listening to the reasons why Bhagavan took recourse to the
different methods of preaching and to terse enigmatic sayings as also
to the prophecies made by Bhagavin about some of the Mahasravakas,
Piirna Maitrayaniputra thought within himself about his past actions
and future career. Bhagavan came to know his thoughts and said
that Pirna Maitrayaniputra was assigned the chief place among the
Dharma-preachers (dbarmakathika) not only in this existence but
also in many previous existences. He was then proficient in Sanyata,
Pratisamvit ( analytical knowledge ) and Bodbisattvabbijiia ( higher
attainments of Bodhisattvas). He was an excellent speaker and
imparted instructions to many persons. He would continue to be the
best Dharma preacher in future and would ultimately become the
Tathagata called Dharmaprabha with his Buddhaksetra called
SuviSuddha, the beings of which would live not on material food but
on pleasure ( priti ) engendered by dharma ( purity ) and dhyana
(meditation).

Bhagavin then came to know that other Mahasravakas were also
thinking like Pirna Maitrayaniputra about their future career. He
then referred to Kaundinya, Gayakasyapa, Nadikiéyapa, Uruvilva-
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kasyapa, Kila, Kalodayi, Aniruddha, Revata, Kapphina, Bakkula,
Cunda, Svagata, and such five hundred arhats and prophesied that
every one of them would in the long run become Samyaksambuddhas
with all the attendant glory. Then the five hundred arhats expressed
their regret (defani) that they were mistaken in thinking themselves
as learned, excellent and proficient in law, inwardly controlled, and
having attained nirvana,
They gave an illustration to explain their position. A person out
of love tied a jewel in one corner of the cloth of his friend when
_the latter was sleeping. The friend was not aware of this and so he
did not make any use of it even when he was in distress and was
struggling hard for his food and other necessaries of life, ~ Seeing his
troubles, his friend drew his attention to the jewel and said that he
~was foolish enough not to enquire how the jewel came into his
possession and then not having sold it and traded with the sale-proceeds
to earn money and thereby procure the necessaries of life.

The Arhats said that like the foolish man they were not aware of
the jewel, i.e., they had taken the vow for attaining omniscience
(sarvajfiaticitta) and they were merely living like the poor man secking
arhathood only. Bhagavan consoled them saying that they must not
regret for their foolishness as he was watching their accumulation of
merits and biding the time when it would be suitable for him to
impart the higher teaching. Now that time had arrived and he was
holding out the hope to them that all of them would become in the
long run Samyaksambuddhas.

Chapter IX

Now it is the turn of the Sziksas (those undergoing training) and
Asaiksas (those who had just become arhats) with Ananda and Rihula as
their leaders who began to think what was in store for them. Bhagavan
came to know their thoughts and said that they would also become
Samyaksambuddhas in due course. Ananda would be known as
Sagaravaradharabuddhi-vikriditabhijia Tathagata and the name of his
Buddhaksetra would be Anavanamita Vaijayanti.

This prophecy was questioned by the newly recruited Bodhisattvas
about whom no prophecy was so far made while Ananda was being
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told that he would become a Buddha. To remove their doubts
Bhagavin announced that countless ages ago at the time of Dharma-
gaganabhyudgatarija Tathigata, Ananda along with him developed
the citta for attaining sambodhi. While he was exerting for sambodbi,
Ananda busied himself in acquiring erudition (babuérutya).

Bhagavan then prophesied that Rahula who was his son before
his attainment of bodhi would become the Tathagata known as
Saptaratnapadmavikrantagami. He then prophesied that all the two
thousand Saiksas and ASaiksas assembled there would become ultimate-

ly Buddhas.

Chapter X

Bhagavan now turns his attention to the Bodhisattvayanists and
tells Bhaisajyaraja bodhisattva that whoever among the Bodhisattva-
yanists will commit to memory a single gatha or write a gatha in a
book (pustaks) and adore that book as a Tathdgata, he will become a
Buddha in due course. A kulaputra or a kuladuhita also will have
the same fruit if he or she will write a gatha from this text, not to
speak of his or her copying the whole text.

If a wicked person speaks ill of a dbarmabbinaks or of a
householder or of a recluse who preserved this text will incur much
graver sins than what he would incur if he spoke ill of the Tathigata
in his presence.

Bhagavin then tells Bhaisajyaraja bodhisattva thar, of all the
dbarmaparyiyas delivered by him, this text has not been able to rouse
faith in the minds of all beings. Many persons have criticised it even
in his life-time and it is apprehended that there will be more critics
after his parinirvana. '

He further tells him that the kulaputras or kuladuhitas preserving
this text will be protected and looked after by the Buddhas. At
whichever spot this text will be preached, a stipa should be erected
thereon and worshipped as a csitys as if it has been erected
on Buddha'’s relics. Many householders and recluses take to the
Bodhisattvacaryas, but those who will worship such caityas will surely
attain bodhi.
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He enjoined all kulaputras and kuladuhitas to propagate this text
full of enigmatic sayings. They should also cultivate amity (maitri)
and forbearance (ksanti) and realise the non-existence of all phenome-

nal objects (sarvaiiinyata).

Chapter XI

1. There appeared in the presence of Bhagavan Sakyamuni a stiipa
as high as the sky with a suitable circumference. It was adorned with
all the conceivable jewels, flowers, flags and festoons and gave out a
sweet smell. Out of that st#pa came out a voice saying ¢“Excellent, O
Bhagavan Sakyamuni, well preached is this dbarmaparyiya called the
Saddbarmapundarika.”

On enquiry by Mahapratibhana Bodhisattva about the cause of
the appearance of the stéips, Bhagavan tells him that in this stipa
exists the actual body of one substance of a Tathagata (tathagatasyat-
mabbivas tisthatyekaghanas tasysiesa stapab). Down below this
earth, there is a lokadhatu called RatnaviSuddha, of which the
Tathagata is called Prabhitaratna. Previously when he was a
Bodhisattva he took the vow that he would not attain sam bodbi until
he had heard the Saddbarmapundarikasﬁtm. Then at the time of his
parinirvana, he asked the assembled men and gods to erect a stiipa of
jewels over his actual body and other st#pas elsewhere out of venera-
tion for him. He further wished that st#pas similar to the one
erected over his body mighf appear at all places wherever would be
preached this Saddbarmapundarikasitra.. He had a great regard for
this Sitra and as a result of this regard appeared the present stipa.

On Mahipratibhana’s expressing the desire to see the actual body,
Bhagavin said that Prabhiitaratna Tathagata had another vow of great
consequence, viz., that whenever this text would be preached by
Buddhas in ten directions, there his actual body should go and if the
audience of four classes expressed their wish to see the actual body,
the Buddhas must create similar bodies and show them including the
original 4body of his to the audience of the four classes.

When Mahiapratibhana wanted to worship all those bodies,
Bhagavin issued forth a ray of light from the centre of his eyebrows
and revealed to him all the created images in the ten directions. The
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Buddhas of the ten directions also decided to go to the Saha lokadhitu
where the stipa appeared and they all came with their disciples to the
same spot. Sakyamuni kept suitable seats ready for their reception,
When all were comfortably seated and wanted to see the actual body
of Prabhiitaratna Tathagata, $akyamuni opened the stapa and showed
Prabhitaratna Tathigata’s body dried and shrivelled up, seated in a
cross-legged posture on the throne, as if immersed in meditation. The
body uttered *Excellent O Sakyamuni, well preached is the Saddhar-
mapundarikasitra” (simbasanopavistab paryarkan baddbva parisuska-
gatrab samghatitakayo yatha samadbisamapannab). It further offered
half of ‘his throne to Sakyamuni who also took his seat there. Then
Sakyamuni announced to his audience of the four classes that it was
time for his parinirvana and entrusted che preservation of the Sitra to
them.

In the gathas Bhagavin said that this Strinta of his was so excellent
and meritorious that even the Tathagata who had been parinirurta for
ages had come to listen to it and then he said that the merit for

. preserving this text surpassed any conceivable feats like picking up the

Sumeru mountain and throwing it away, balancing the whole earth on
one’s finger nail, committing to memory thousands and thousands of
Dharma-texts or helping countless monks to attain five abbijnas.

2. Bhagavan then addresses all Bodhisattvas, Gods and Asiiras and
tells them how he got the Saddbarmapundarikasitra.

Long long ago while a Bodhisattva he was born as a king when
he took the vow of attaining sambodbi.  After fulfilling the six
paramitas, he handed over the rulership to his son. Then he made
the proclamation that he would become the servant of any person
who would teach him the best dbarma. At that time a hermit agreed
to teach him the same and so he served him for thousands of years
without feeling tired. At last, he received this text from him.
Sakyamuni was the king in one of his previous existences while
Devadatta was the hermit. He admitted thac Devadatta was his
spiritual guide and it was for him that he acquired all the merits.
He prophesied that Devadacta also would become a Tathagata called
Devardja having a body and a stipa like those of Prabhitaratna
Tathagata.
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Then Bhagavan told the monks that whoever would listen to this
S#tra and develop faith in it would never be reborn in hell or in
animal or Yama world.

At that time Prajfizkiita bodhisattva came out of the world situated
below this earth and solicited the Tathagata of his lokadhatu, Prabha-
taratna, to return to his own Buddhaksetra. Prajnakiita was requested
by Sakyamuni to wait a little to have a talk with Bodhisattva Mafiju-
§ri who came to the place from the Nagabhavana which was
down below the sea, Mafjuési saluted Sakyamuni and Prabhiitaratna
Tathagatas and said that he had imparted teaching to countless beings
living in the sea, Among them there were the Bodhisattvas who
adhered to Mahayana principles while there were also the Bodhisattvas
who followed the Sravakayana formetly.

Manjusri then told Prajhiakiita that he had preached this Sitra in

Nagabhavana to the Nigaraja’s daughter who had taken the vow to’

attain sambodbi and was accumulating merits for the same,

Sariputra then raised the question whether any female, however
energetic and exerting she might be, could become a Buddha ? The
daughter of the Nagaraja thereupon appeared there and changed herself
within the twinkle of an eye into a male Bodhisattva, and then went
southwards to the Vimala lokadhatu to appear there as a Tathagata.

Chapter XII

- Bhaisajyaraja and Mahapratibhana assured Bhagavan S$akyamuni
that they would do the needful for the preservation and propagation
of this s#itra after his parinirvana and that they would even propagate
with patience and perseverance among the arrogant faithless people.
The arhats, who were prophesied to be Buddhas, followed suit and said
that they would likewise preserve and propagate the S#tra in all
lokadhatus except Saha lokadhatu, of which the people were deceitful,
crooked and given to impure acts and thoughts.

Mahapajapati Gautami and YaSodhara were waiting there with
distressed mind as no prophecy was made about them. Knowing
their thoughts, Bhagavin prophesied that both of them would become
in due course dbarmabbanakas and then Tathagatas. At this pro-
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phecy, they felt happy and promised to preserve and propagate the
Séatra in all lokadhatus except the Saha lokadhitu.

They were followed by the spiritually advanced Bodhisattvas who
had reached the non-returning (avaivarttika) stage. They also took up
the responsibility of propagating the S#tra. . '

Chapter XIII

Maijuéri Bodhisattva said that the Bodhisattvas had taken great
responsibility by their vow that they would preserve and propagate the
Siitra after the parinirvana of Bhagavan Sakyamuni, who agreed with
Manjusri and said that in order to accomplish the task the Bodhisattvas
must equip themselves with four qualities. They must be perfect in
their conduct (4cara) and discreet in their spheres of movement (gocara).
They must maintain a balanced state of mind, i.e., remain at ease,
unaffected by zeal or envy (sukbasthita) and lastly they must extend
the feeling of amity (maitri) to all beings irrespective of their
inclinations.

On Manjuéri’s enquiry Bhagavan explained in detail the characteris-
tics of the four attainments. By dcara he meant that the Bodhisattvas
should have self-control, patience and perseverance; they should be
free from fear and remain dissociated from all objects, being cognizant
of their real mature. By gocara he meant that the Bodhisattvas should
avoid the company of kings, nobles and ministers, wandering ascetics,
Ajivikas, Nirgranthas, poets, Lokayatikas, etc. They should not have
anything to do with hunters and butchers, dancers and wrestlers, or
visit places of amusement. They must leave alone the Sravakayanist

_except for imparting religious discourses to them. They should

remain far away from females and householders and only for teaching
them, they might approach them with extreme caution. Lastly,
they must realise within themselves the non-existence of phenomenal
objects and the true nature of reality, which, he said, was fixed,
immutable like 2k2$4, unoriginated, 'neither constituted nor unconsti-
tuted and so forth. By sukbasthita, he meant that the Bodhisattvas
must maintain an even state of mind when he would be preaching
the dbarma. They must not disparage the Sravakayanists nor
the adherents of other faiths. They must not show either
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zealousness or aversion towards his auditors. At the time of deli-
vering discourses they must cleanse their body, put on clean robes
and sit on a comfortable high seat and then preach the dharma in an
attractive manner. -Should anyone put queries, they must answer
them clearly and never show weariness. They must also be free from
deceitful wayé and means, free from envy, and never tell the other
Bodhisattvayanists or Sravakayanists or Pratyekabuddhayanists that they
were still far from the goal of sambodbi for lack of necessary attain-
ments. They must not be involved in quarrels. They were to look
upon all Tathagatas as their fathers and upon all Bodhisattvas as their
teachers. By maitrivibara he meant that the Bodhisattvas should
remain far away from recluses and householders but at the same time
develop a fecling of amity towards them. They must help them to
discard their lack of faith in Buddha’s enigmatic sayings and to exert
for attaining sambodhi. Armed with such attainments, the Bodhisattvas
would undoubtedly get a hearing from all persons, from the kings and
nobles to ordinary householders, who would flock to them for listening
to the religious discourses.

Bhagavan closed his talk with a parable which is as follows: —A
king finds that his warriors ousted the enemies and established his
rulership over a territory. He then gives to his warriors ample
rewards some of which may be very expensive but he never parts
with his crown. When a Buddha finds that his disciples have
destroyed the evil forces of Mara, gives them as reward not only
several excellent Siitras but also his crown, i.e., the present Siitra,
Saddbarmapundarika.

This is followed by a long list of merits that will accrue to a being
who will read, preserve and propagate this Sitra.

- Chapter XIV

Several Bodhisattvas approached Bhagavan and said that they could
undertake the propagation of this Sitra after his parinirvana. Ac
this Bhagavan told them thac it would be supetfluous as already
incalculable Bodhisattvas had taken up this task particularly those
who wete denizens of the Akafa-dhatu underneath the Sahi lokadhitu.
All the Bodhisattvas of the world below the earth (vide Chap. XI)
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appeared there and paid their respects td the Maharatnastiipa of
Prabhitaratna Tathagata, to Sakyamuni Tathagata as also to the
Tathagatas of other lokadhitus who were created by Sakyamuni and
kept seated all around on lotus thrones. They had four leaders
called Vidista-caritra, Ananta-ciritra, Visuddha-caricra and Supratisthita-
caricra.,  After they had offered their greetings, Bhagavan told
them that he was constantly engaged in instructing the Bodhisattvas as
well as monks of the Srivaka and Pratyekabuddha Yanas how to attain
bodbi. He was eulogised by the Bodhisattvas for such noble work.

Maitreya Bodhisattva as also the Bodhisattvas who accompanied
the created Buddhas of other lokadhitus all seated on lotus thrones
expressed their amazement at the sight of countless Bodhisattvas
issuing from the space underneath this Saha Lokadhitu. Bhagavin told
them that he had imparted training to these Bodhisattvas who were
continuously engaged in studies and concentration of thoughts and
who avoided contact with worldly objects, applied energy and were
fond of solitude,

Maitreya then said that he had faith in Buddha’s capacity
to convert countless beings, but there might be doubt in the minds
of persons who had just been admitted into one of the Yanas about
the possibility of Sakyamuni’s converting so many countless beings
within the short span of forty years after his actainment of bodbi at
Gaya, and therefore Bhagavan should remove all such possibilities of

doubts. In the following chapter Bhagavén gave his reply.

Chapter XV

As a sequel to the question raised by Maitreya in the previous
chapter, Bhagavan Sakyamuni now tells the assemblage of Bodhisattvas
that they must not think that he attained bodbi at Gaya. In fact,
he attained sambodbi millions of millions of aeons ago and had been
preaching the dharma in all lokadhatus including this Sahi lokadhitu.
It was he who had created Dipankara and other Buddhas and as a
matter of expedient he made them deliver discourses and attain
parinirvapa and this he did in a way just to suit the mental condi-
tions of beings who were likely to be benefited by that form of
teaching. He himself appeared as Sikyamuni and told the beings
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that he was born in this world and when a youth he retired from
household life and attained sambodbi. 1f he had told them he had
become a Buddha millions of years ago, it “would not have the
desirable effect on the minds of the people. But still he did not
utter a lie because a Tathiagata viewed the universe as -wichout
origin or decay, without rebirth or parinirvina, neither existing  nor
non-existing, neither true nor untrue, neither the same nor different.
A Tathagata’s viewpoint is completely different from that of.an
average being and he does not tell a lie when he’ takes to various
expedients to teach the Truth to .beings having c.llfferem: confiuct,
aspirations and notions. In short, the length of life of a Tathagata
is unlimited. He has no parinirvana though he makesa :show of
the same. He has to take recourse to such ways and means in ordc;r
- to educate the uneducated beings of the world according to their
individual capacity and therefore those should not be regarded as
deception played by the Tathagatas.

This is followed by a parable which is as follows: —A very leatned
and distinguisf)ed physician who was away from home foF a long
time finds on his return that his sons have been suffering from
various ailments. On his arrival his sons feel happy and ask .their
father to cure them. The physician father also gives them suitable
medicines. Those of the sons whose sense-organs were in a normal
state took the medicines and got themselves cured while those vivlnwsc
sense-organs were not in a normal state declined to take the medicines
and so could not get themselves curcd.» In order to cure the latter,
the physician father retired to a forest and circulated therefrom tl.ae
false news that he was ill and dead. The sons who were still
suffering from illness»becdme repentant. Their sense-f)t:gans became
normal gradually and then they took the medicines .ancl got
themselves cured. When they were all in good health, thelr father
reappeared. before them. Now the question is whether the i{ather
uttered a lie. The kulaputras said that it was not really telling a
lie but taking recourse to an expedient. Bhagavan then told them that
the show of his parinirvana was also an expedient and so he was not

guilty of telling a falsehood.
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Chapter XVL

Bhagavan referred to the previous chapter dealing with the
unlimited length of life of a Tathagata and said that those Bodhisattvas
who listened to it earned great merits such as faith in the non.
origination of phenomenal objects, acquisition of magical spells
(dbaranss), eloquency without any attachment, power of rolling the
wheel of law and attainment of sambodbi after a few more rebirths,
which might range from one to eight. At this time flowers, valuable
cloths, jewels, etc. were showered upon them as also upon Sakyamuni
and Prabhitaratna Tathagatas who were seated together on one
throne (see ch, XI).

He further told Maitreya Bodhisattva that any being who developed
faith even for a moment in the discourse on the length of life of a
Tathagata earned much more merit than the fulfilment of the five out
of the six paramitas (i.c. excepting the Prajii-piramita).

Again those who were going to propagate this particular discourse
would earn merit leading to Buddhahood and those who had already
acquired firm faith in the teaching about the Tathagata’s length of life
would be able to visualise Bhagavin while preaching at Grdhrakiita
mountain, surrounded by the Bodhisattvas and $rivakas.

Those beings who would not decry the discourse and endorse it
and then carry the text on their shoulders with a view to propagate it
would earn much more merit than erecting stiipas, building monasteries
or making gifts to the Buddhas. This work of propagation of this
particular discourse would assure them the acquisition of Buddha-

knowlcdge. They were destined to go to the Bodhi tree and become
Buddhas.

Chapter XVII

Maitreya Bodhisattva enquired of Bhagavan about the merit chat

" would be acquired by a person who, after listening to this S7tra,

expressed his appreciation of the same. Bhagavan replied that the
merit would far surpass that acquired by a person who by gifts made
happy all beings of the six types of existences of the world, or by the
gift of dbarma led beings to all the fruits of sanctification sought by
the Sravakayanists. This merit would accrue to him even if he expressed
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appreciation of only one gatha of this text. If a person goes to a
monastery and listens to the preaching of this Sitra even for a moment,
he would in his future existences obtain all the conceivable wealth and
happiness. If a person simply advises another to listen to this Sitra
he would thereby be reborn as a beautiful person without any defective

limb or features.

Chapter XVIII

Bhagavan tells Satatasamitabhiyukta Bodhisattva that one who will
preserve, recite, write or propagate this Sitra will acquire extraotdinary

organs of sense. His physical eyes will be so good that he will

visualise the whole universe. His ears will be so keen that he will
listen to all sounds, human, non-human, or divine. His nose will be
so sharp thathe will perceive all kinds of smell, good or bad, gross or
subtle, near or distant, earthly or divine. His tongue will be so

sensitive that whatever food is puton it, it will become divine, the -

sound produced with the aid of his tongue will appear extremely
melodious and attract men and gods to his preaching. His body will
be immaculate with the skin-colour like Vaidiiryamani and his ap-
pearance will charm all beings from the lowest to the highest. His
mind will become so subtle and alert that whatever he will hear and
learn once he will be able to explain the same in multifarious ways.
These are all the merits which accrue to a Dbarmabbanaka preaching

the S#ira.

Chapter XIX

Bhagavan informs Mahisthamaprapta Bodhisattva that it is not
possible to recount the demerits of a person who may discard or dis-
parage this Sitra. Those who will preserve and propagate this Sétra
will have extraordinary sense-organs as described in the previous
chapter.

There were formerly many Tathagatas with the name Bhisma-
garjite$vararaja, who preached to. the Sravakas the four Aryasatyas
and the formulae of Pratityasamutpada while to the Bodhisattvas the

six pargmitas leading to Sambodbi with Tathigata-knowledge. At the
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time of the first Bhismagarjite$vararija Tathigata, there was a Bodhi-
sattva called Sadaparibhiita who used to approach every monk or nun,
layman or laywoman, and tell him or her I am not going to give
you any direction (nzham yusmikam paribbavami). You are free to
do at.lything buc I would appeal to you to take to the Bodhisattva
practices so that you may ultimately become Sambuddhas.” Some of
those who were thus addressed got angry and hutled abuses on him
and even threw stones at him but the Bodhisateva bore all these wich
patience and never had any grudge against any one of them. He was,
however, nicknamed by the monks and nuns as ‘Saddparibhiita’. This
Bodhisattva at the time of his passing away from this world heard a
Tathagata’s voice out of the sky delivering the Saddbarmapindarikasiitra
as also the merits of preserving and propagating the Satra. He
thereupon delayed the time of his death and lived long to propagate
the S#tra. When he became endowed with the higher spiritual powers,
the monks and nuns who used to revile him began to show respects
and become his followers. He propagated the Sitra for a very long
time and ultimately became a - Buddha. This Bodhisattva was none
else but Sikyamuni in one of his previous existences, and the monks
and nuns who reviled him after passing through the sufferings of

many hellish existences have become now monks and nuns and Bodhi-
sattvas.

Chapter XX

The Bodhisattvas, who issued out of the Akasadhitu under this
world and whose leader was Visistacaritra as also the Bodhisattvas
whose leader was Mafijusti (see ch. XIV), declared that they would
presetve and propagate this Sitra after the parinirvana of Bhagavin.
On listening to these resolutions of the Bodhisattvas, Sakyamuni
seated along with Prabhiitaratna Tathagata in the same throne placed
in the Maharatnastiipa (see above ch. xi) smiled and stretched out
their tongues which gave out rays of light enveloping the universe
and after thousands of years withdrew the same, and coughed for a
moment. The sound of the cough shook the universe and apprised
their presence to all beings who looked up to them with reverence. At
that time, a voice from the sky proclaimed that Sakyamuni would

7



[ L]

deliver the Saddbarmapundarikasitra at Saha lokadhatu and asked
them to offer salutations to both the Buddhas, Prabhitaratna gmd
Sakyamuni. Then Siakyamuni told the Bodhisattvas that it would not
be possible for him to recount all the merits of preserving and propaga-
ting this Sarra. He would however impress upon them that at
whatever spot this Sitra would be recited or written in book form,
there should be erected a Caitya as if in honour of a Tathdgata.

Chapter XXI

On enquity of Bhaisajyaraja Bodhisattva about the merits of
preserving and propagating this S#tra, Bhagavin told him .that the
merits of preserving and propagating even one gatha of this Satra
would surpass the merits acquired by worshipping thousanfls of
Tathagatas. Bhaisajyardja thereupon said that he would give 2
dbarani (magical spell) for the protection of the person preserving
the Satra. He then reproduced a dbarani which was uttered by
previous Buddhas.

Bhaigajyérﬁja was followed by another Bodhisattva called Pradina-
$iira, who reproduced another dharani. He was followcd by Vaisravana
Maharaja with a third dbarani. The fourth was given by Virudhaka
Maharaja and the fifth by a number of Raksasis and all of them
promised to protect the preachers of this Sitra from any harm
or injury to their person.

Chapter XXII

Naksatrardjasamkusumitabhijfia Bodhisattva solicited Bhagavan to
narrate some of the accomplishments (caryas) of Bhaisajyaraja
Bodhisattva for the edification of himself as well as of countless other
beings. .

Long long ago there was a Buddha called Candrasiiryavimala-
prabhisasri. At that time there was a session of Bodhisattvas as well as
of Srivakas. Many gods came thete with musical instruments to
offer their adoration. In that assembly the above named Buddha
delivered the Saddbarmapundarikasitra specially for the Bodhisattva
called SarvasattvapriyadarSana. The people of those ages lived very
long. For several years SarvasattvapriyadarSana Bodhisattva practised
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- rigorous ascetic practices (duskaracaryd) and then for many years he

walked to and fro in the circumambulating corridor and he applied his
energy for spiritual advancement and lastly for several years he prac-
tised the meditation called Sarvaripasamdariana. He felt happy at the
thought that the text Saddbarmapundarikasitra helped him in attain-
ing perfection in that meditation. So he made up his mind to wor-
ship both the Tathagata and the S@trs. Then it struck the Bodhisattva
that he would like to show his reverence to the Tathagata and the
S#tra not merely by performing miracles but by immolating himself,
and so he swallowed a chemical known as Agaru-turaska-kunduraka
and drank Campaka oil. Then he had his body wrapped in cloth
which was soaked in oil, and then by a firm resolution he produced
fire which burnt his body. This sacrifice of his own body drew
acclamations from all Buddhas who regarded it as the highest form of
worship that could be offered by a living being.

This Bodhisattva reappeared as the self-born (anpapadaka) son of
king Vimaladatta. Immediately after birth he told his parents that
he would go to Candrasiiryavimalaprabhasasri Buddha to worship
him and he went there miraculously. He was glad to find that the
Buddha had not yet entered into parinirvans. The Buddha however
on meeting him asked him to make necessary preparations for his
parinirvana, entrusted to him the care of his countless disciples and
enjoined him to erect a stiipa over his relics. The Bodhisattva com-
plied with his wishes and offered worship to the magnificent stiipa
builtby him by offering his two hands as burning incense.  (cf
Samadhirajasiitra, Chap. xxxiii). His disciples were shocked at this
sacrifice but they were consoled when they found that the Bodhisattva
had regained his former hands by an act of truth. This Bodhisattva
was none else than the Bhaisajyarija Bodhisattva in one of his former
existences.

After recounting the extraordnary merits of such a sacrifice for
the worship of the stiipa, the text says that even that merit is sur-
passed by one who preserves and propagates one stanza of this
text. Then there is a number of similes establishing that this text
contains the highest of all the teachings of the Buddhas (tathagata-
bbasitanam satrantanam raja mirdbapriptab), and there is no end of
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merit if one writes and preserves it. Even if one listens to this
chiapter on the previous existence of Bhaisajyardja he would earn the

same merit.

Chapter XXIII

A ray of light issued forth from the middle of the eyebrows of
Bhagavan Sakyamuni and illumined the lokadhatu called Vairocana-
ra$mipratimandita, of which the presiding Buddha was Kamaladala-
vimala-naksatrarijasamkusumitabhijia.  In this lokadhatu dwelc
Gadgadasvara Bodhisattva, who struck by the ray of light wanted to go
to Sakyamuni to offer his worship. The Bodhisattva was forewarned
by bis presiding Buddha that he must not think of Sikyamuni and
his Buddhaksetra as in any way inferior to himself or his Buddhaksetra
though the beings and things of that Buddhaksetra were not as nice and
great as those of his. The Bodhisattva with his companions then went
to Sahi lokadhitu and was provided with necessary lotus seats causing
surprise and curiosity to Mafijuéti and Padmaéri Bodhisattvas. Gadga-
dasvara Bodhisattva after exchanging usual greetings with Sakyamuni
expressed his desire to see the Prabhiitaratna Tathagata in the parinir-
vrta stage. He was complimented by Prabhitaratna Tathagata saying
that he did well by coming over to Sakyamuni to listen to the
Saddbarmapundarika. ‘

On enquiry of Padmaéri Bodhisattva about the past merits of
Gadgadasvara Bodhisattva, Sikyamuni said that he gave many valuable
gifts to Meghadundubhisvararaja Tathigata in one of his former
existences and that he assumed forms of different classes of beings,
eg., of a god, an animal, a human being and so forth and preached
the Saddbarmapundarika to the different classes of beings by making
them feel that he was one of them. This he could do as he had
attained the Samadhi called Sarvaripasamdariana. After worshipping

- $akyamuni and the stiipa of Prabhitaratna Tathagata, Gadgadasvara
Bodhisattva returned with his companions to his own Buddhaksetra.

Chapter XXIV

This chapter dilates on the merits of invoking Avalokitesvara also
called Samantamukha Bodhisattva. It says that if any one remembers
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or salutes or utters the words “Namo namas tasmai Abbayamdadiy
Evalo/eiteévaréya bodbisattvaya mahasattvaya”, he will be saved from
all his misery,” be it due to fire, water, shipwreck, punishment of
death, imprisonment with iron chains, high way robbery, or moral
impurities like attachment, hatred or delusion. By saluting the
Bodhisattva, a childless woman obtains a healthy beautiful child and
a person earns more merit than by worshipping countless Buddhas.

On enquiry of Aksayamati Bodhisattva about Avalokitesvara’s
ways of doing good to beings in the Saha lokadhatu, Bhagavian
says that he assumes the form of a Buddha or Bodhisattva or
Pratyekabuddha, Sravaka, Brahma god, Sakra, Yaksa, Brihmana,
Sendpati, and so forth in accordance with the class of beings to
which he wanted to impart his teachings. Aksayamati Bodhisattva is
so pleased to hear this that he gives away his jewelled necklace and
valuable clothes to the Avalokite$vara Bodhisattva who accepts them
and divides them into two portions, giving one to Bhagavin Sakyamuni
and the other to Prabhiitaratna Tathagata. Ac the end of this chapter,
Dharanidhara Bodhisattva said that anyone who will listen to this
chapter of this Saddbarmapundarika will also earn great merit.

Chapter XXV

Long long ago there was a Tathagata called Jaladharagarjitaghosa-
susvaranaksatrardja-samkusumitabhijfia and his buddhaksetra was called
Vairocanara$mi-pratimandita.  One of his disciples was the l;ing
Subhavyiha whose queen was Vimaladactai. He had two sons
Vimalagatbha and Vimalanetra. Both of them were very learned,
wise and endowed with miraculous powers. They perfected them-
selves in seven paramitas (#payakausalyaparamiti being the additional
one), in four brabmavibaras and in thirtyseven bodbipaksikadbarmas
and in many samadbis.

Both the sons approached their mother for permission to approach
the Jaladharagarjita Tathagata to listen to the Saddharmapundarika,
which was being delivered by him. They were told by their mother
that their father would not approve of it as he was a follower of
Brahmanism but if they could show some miracles to their father then
he might change his mind. Thereupon, they showed such miracles
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that their father was struck not only with wonder but also wished to
accompany them to see the Tathagata, their teacher. Thfen the two
sons approached their mother and obtained her permission to take
ordination from the Tathigata. All the four went to the Tathagata t.o
listen to the S;zddharmapugzdari/easﬁtm and being impressed by his
teachings, the king gave the crown to his younger brothcr. and took
ordination along with his queen and sons. The king admitted that
his two sons were really his spiritual preceptors.

The Tathagata then announces that the two sons will preserve
for ages the Saddbarmapundarikasitra and will propagate it. Then

the king Subhavyiiha paid encomiums to the Tathagata and declared -

that henceforth he would control his mental faculties and be a true
follower of the Tathigata, He and his queen then offered to the
Tathagata all cheir jewelleries which formsd a pinnacled hut, over
which were placed many valuable clothes to serve as the seat oE. many
Buddha images. The Tathagata then prophesied that the king in
the long run would become a Tathagata called Silendrarija.

The king "was none else but Padmasri Bodhisattva and the queen
was Vairocanapratimanditadhvajaraja Bodhisattva and the two sons
were Bhaisajyardja and Bhaisajyasamudgata Bodhisattva in one of their

former existences.

Chapter XXVI

Samantabhadra Bodhisattva with a large following came from the
Buddhaksetra of Tejobhyudgataraja Tathagata to the Saha lokadhit.u
to listen to the preaching of the Saddbarmapundarika by Sikyam.u.m,
The Bodhisattvas were told that they must be quick in memorising
as the text was one and the same without a break. Incidentally
Sakyamuni spoke about women saying that they must acquire four
qualities to qualify themselves for memorising the Satra.

-Samantabhadra took the vow that he would protect those who
would preserve and propagate the Sitra, particulatly the dbarm.ztj
bbanakas when they would be engaged in meditational exercises in
the circumambulating corridor and should they miss any line or
passage, he would put the same in their memory. He would approach
them after taking the form of Sarvasattvapriyadar§ana bodhisattva,
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encourage them to preserve the Satra and give a magical spell for
their protection,

As far as its propagation in Jambudvipa was concerned he took
the full responsibility and one might take it for granted that it was
due to the efforts of Samantabhadra™ alone that the S#tra had been
preserved and propagated in Jambudvipa. He then enumerated a
list of merits which a person would acquire by reading, writing and-
propagating this Sétra.

For his noble resolution for protecting the dbarmabhanakas, he
was praised by Bhagavin Sakyamuni who further announced that
any person who would remember the name of Samantabhadra would
be earning the same merit as thac of visualising $akyamuni Tathagata,

Sakyamuni then entrusted the care of the Satranta to Samanta-
bhadra and his companious' and expressed his belief that the Bodhi-
sattvas would not take interest in any heretical faith, or in any
worldly affair and that they would preserve this Sitranta by writing
or memorising it. Those who would petform this task would get
free from attachment, hatred and delusion and other impurities.
Sakyamuni then expatiated on the many virtues of a dbarmabhanaka
and said that any one speaking ill of the dbarmabhanakas would be
subject to many afflictions.

Chapter XXVII

Sakyamuni then addressed the assembled Bodhisattvas with these
words I bequeath to you, I leave in your hands this Samyaksambodhi
and I trust you will propagate the same widely.  You will preserve
this text and deliver to several others in'future and thus be the donor of
Buddha-knowledge”. The Bodhisattvas bowed down in deep reverence
and declared that they would carry out his bidding. Bhagavan
Sakyamuni then requested the Bodhisattvas to return to their own
abodes in their Buddhaksetras and replaced the stiipa of Tathagata
Prabhiitaratna  at its original site. Then bodhisattvas headed by
Visistacaritra who issued forth from the sphete under this world
praised Sakyamuni for these last words of his.
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- +* M. Athakhalu Manyudriy[aJm(?) kumarakabhita Maitreyam

bodhisa[tvam]...[ma]hdsatvam sarvbavan[ta]m ca tam bodhisatva-
ganam ‘amf[am]t[ra] yati sma mahidharmadravanasamkathyam idam
kulaputra tathagatasya abhipretam mahadharmavarsa abhipravar-
ganam ca ‘maha...pkha &piranam ca mahadharmadundubhisam
pravidanam ca mahadharmanirdesam...mama kulaputra akkhyayati.
yatha ca vaysd pirvbakinam samyaksambuddhéanam idam evariipa
pirvbanimittam drgtam abhisi tesaim api tathagatana pirvbakand
m imina radmipramumcandvabhasena evam jan...[ami ma]ha-
[dharma]éravanasamkatthyam karttum abhipretah mahadharma
fravana samkathyam - éravayitukimastathigatdrhaidh  samyak
sanibuddhs idam evarupam nimittamn praduskaronti {at kasya hetoh
sarv[ba]lokavipratyaniyam dharma[m] ér...[avay]i[tu]kam... [tatha]
{imyaksambuddha idam evaripa mahapratiharyyaraémipramum-
cana avabhasapirvbanimittam daréayati.
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* M. Anusmaramyaham kulaputra atite...yai kalpe (?) acintike -
ap...parena paratarena yad asmi Candrasiyapradipo (?) nama
tathagatorhasamyaksambuddho loke udupadi vidyacaramasampannah
sugato lo[ka]...[ru]saddmyasarathih &astd  de...vdm so dharmam
dedayati adikalyanam madhyakalyinam paryyavasanakalyanam
sarttha savyajanam kevalam paripirpam pariéuddham gharyya-

~vadatam(P) brahmac...samprakadayati...yad = idam fravakanim

c...prayuktam pradityasamutpadapravritin dharmam dedayati sma
jatijaramarana-éokasalyaparidevaduahkhadaurmanasyaupayasau sa-
mati kkramayam nirvbanaparyyavasinam bodhisatvanam caiva
mahasatva...tpa... tisam[pralyukta[m] anuttaram samyaksambodhim
araddhva sarvbajfiajfianaparyyavasinayamndharmam dedayati sma.
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* M. Tasya ca puna[h] kulaputraéCandrasiryyapradipasya tat!lé-
-gatasyarhatah samyaksambuddhasya parena Siiryyapradi[po calv_a
nama] tathagato-m-abhiigi. tasyapi Candrasﬁryyapradip?‘sya taf.ha-
gatasya parepa paratarena Candrasiryyapradipo caiva  nama
tathagato-m-abhigi, iti hi Ajita et[e]na...yyapre.tdipﬁnam tath?-
gaténim'ekauﬁmadheyﬁnﬁmekakulagautripﬂm ?ad idam Pharad‘_ra-
jaé(P) autranam vidati tathag...srani-m-abhiisi, tatra .A]lta tegim
vidatinam tathagatasahasranam...r......ko abhﬁsi...paéclmal.{aéca 80
pi Candrasiryyapradipo caiva ndma tathagato-m-abhiisi ax:aha
samyaksambuddho vidyacaranasampannah  sugato. lo [}m-w] da
anuttarah purusadamyasarthih §asta devénim.ca manugyanim ca
buddho ‘bhagavam sopi dharmam desayati édlkal.yﬁ,l,lam madhya-
kalyanam paryyavasinakalyanam sérbthaeavyarfuanam. kevalam
paripi...paryyavadatam brahmacaryyam sampraka Sayati sma_yad
idam dravakandm caiva caturdryyasatyasamprayuktam pradlty:?-
sam;itpidapravrttih dharma dedayati sma jatijaramarar{aéokapar_l-
d[eva]duhkha.........samatikkramayam bodhisatvinam caiva ma]fa-
satvinam satparamitapritisamyukta anmttarim samyak eamb?dhlm
araddhvam sarvbajfiajlianaparyyavasaniyam dharmam dedayati sma.

59 ] fgTaefa: 1

figefeom ) ﬁwmﬁn@w:wﬁzﬁrﬁmn T = WA
FEAWG: | T d WEraafSRraTEETE P =
TAREAEiETE g adusauiaTgaes § WEaAg-
At | ad Sgad TERE e ST
WA S T agR TggETREEERagTegE
TAFART 03, (*) | - i S
ﬁaiaggat&aw«mqu@mwﬁrséq -
FETRe wiften afiney woeangd afmg waafm aRasy

wErrhER qdgaTge et Tmte aw aaiy |aTISISE-

Famim i Rermbrgmin freim|  aamramee g
JTGET WAl AFGRIARSTATZR AETRAEISIYROT
Reamt gt seqiwEtaRTEg) @ e adgma-
WAt gfie gy | A @y gl qRim a WA
awi  qufg meﬁwfmwmn
ﬂﬁﬂmm:aﬁwﬁmﬂﬂa&wmmm%ﬁw-

] & @ auitarred weed sagSrwaRa

* M. Tasya ca puna Ajita [tath]agatasya arahato samyaksam-
buddhasya Ca[ndra]sﬁryyapradipasya bhagavatah purvbe kumaraka-
bhiitasya anabhiniskranta...astau putrd abhiisi tady......Matirnnama
rijakumarah Sumatiéca nama rajakumara Anantamatifca nama
rijakumara Ratna...jakumara Videsamati...ma rajakumarah Vimati-

8a...d...at...rajakumara......samatidca nama rajaku,,. Dharmamatisca,
ndma rajakumara tega kho puna,...tasya bhagavatah putrin [vipu] la
rddhi abhiisi ekamek...... ca[tva]r......dv[i]p...paribhoga...tatra caiva

rajatvam ka...yinsu. te tad bhagavantam abhiniskkrantam viditvi
an,,.paribhogam osiritva vivafrjalyitva tam bhagavantam anupra
vrajita sarvbe ca anuttararayam samyaksambo [dhd] y& samprasthita
abhisi dharmabhanka ca abhisi sada brahmacari bahubuddha 4a[ta-

sa]hasr...mila ca te rajakumara ahhiisi.
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** M. Tena ca Ajita samayena so bhagavam Candrasiiryya-
pradipo Mahanirdefam nama dharmaparyyayam sitram vaitulyam
bodhisatvotpadam sarvbabuddhaparigraham bhagitva......cceeeeieeneeee,
smim yeva ksane tasmim laye tasmim yeva muhiirtte tasmim yeva
parisiydm tasmim yeva dharmasane paryyankam bandhitva Ananta-
nirdedapratisthanam nédma sami............ jamanena kayena sthitena
anifijapriptena cetasi samanantarasamapannasya ca tasya bhaga-
vato mahapuspavargam abhipravarsit mandaravamahamandarava-
mamjisakam divyana tad bhagavantam abhiprakiram@n. sarvbavan-
tadca tamécatvarah parigd sarvbavanta ca tadbuddhaksetra sadvikaram

_ prakampitam abhiisit sampracalitam tena ca samayena tasmim caiva
parig[ayam bhi]ksuno(?) yava updsikd devanagayaksa yava manusya
rajano mandalika yava cakkravartti saparivard sarvbe tam bhaga-
vantam avalokayisu a......... [aécaryapra]pta obhilyaprapta tasya ca

bhagavateh samadhisamapannasya abhi.................. koéato ekaradmi
nidcaritd tasya ca ekaradémiya nifcaritdya agtadasa buddhaksetra-
sahasrani prabhaya-m-anubhasita-m-abhusi. guparisphutadni ca tani
buddhiaksetranam samdréyi...... , ,
* M. Ajita etarahi etani buddhaksetrani samdréyanti. tenam-
jita(?) -Ajita samayena tasya bhagavata vidati bodhisatvakotyo sa-
manubaddha abhisi tasmim parisiyam dharmajravanay .....[a] bhisi.
tenam cinta(?) Ajita samayena te bodhisatvdi mahasatva adcarya-
rapta abhiisi adbhutaprapta kautihalapraptah rasmi avabhasitam
okam drstvi. :
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* M. Tena ca Ajita samayena tas............ plr]abho nama bodhi-
satvo mahasatvo abhisi tasya astadatd antevasika abhiisi so ;:a bhaga-
vam tato samidhito vyosthahitvdi Varaprabham bodhisatvam ??)
draddhva Saddharmapuidarikam nama dharmapa[r]y[yiyam]...
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[ma]l(i)kayam tamalapatrasya ca candanasya
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satvina gandha (p)i tathaiva janati n.

[ dira ]ta sthitah kumarikandm pi kumarakanim
gandhena so janati te
cakra li.

kumaramatyam ca tathaiva tesam
gandhena céntahpura sarvba janati

pari-bhogaratnini [bodhisa]tva
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FTATSTITAATE: Tg 7 TRefiigred difaaw agraw: |

a1 |g TEEEitEE AETEE! WEAaRagaEg | wEtaa-
FOSHSISH AT TEEEY AT TETEE: | FAH TT W&
SATRERTE, SATITEERRA TEHEW FEET e

FAfE: | TRgEaE:
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qfEd araA™  graaiimat | SiEEETETRg At
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qY  GEEAEREEHaEEl  ATIE  STEARH agaey
AT AT FTGHUSS gIUeAt AfAgTe ¥ wWEieaAte qune
WIARAZTAITA | FA FTOA WWETEGS R FEal AgT-
TESTAHRAT TT=AX | TGS WETAFaatd aieesd /g
TEARAIAEd | E TOUd AMEd SRR Aganaassnn I
I AIFIACT AT AT (FAETT AT ASTERTE
ARG YUTR T IR TR T T FIA q1
ATSHATTET NG ASTEAE  AWSd JRrafta a9
ATAREES 99 T ASTIRATAE  TIEAA  AETHEEd
ATET TETAEANSHTHITE, TE=A | 8949 I F3Ya qeat
AARETATT  ATFIRATTE AN(IGE FEEERATE T
QEATET AT G@AET WY TP | /Y @ TSTA AN
TREATRIEETAT SERRAgaTaEEEt gt aeE g a-
TR FATIGATERASIEagR AT Faleiat @ qaeaTi
FIfEFERA THEAEY B g aRdw w0RdR @ g
FISTRTHATICH ANAFAEA ATTARAATRS FATY T o TRIAT-
W|WE TAEATEG | Fq @g T TIYA FROMTESH AT
AT AETEEISTSNHATIL I ST |

|G TSI FALT TAEUSTIHRATET N Taa= qTT-
QEEATHE FATG a1 AT Teqras@i gano FRde) a9
wg YT FogArd fHaEEnIEEEl SEAgaaaE:  aRgui
AR SARHAZACET ALTEEET  ATAGATEA FERET FegacaTRT:
| AXq Eg g TOUA HOEAT @l FEasatRfmgsad-
3 TATWFAC AT AWES (AT A w2
geaea ATAgauEna i arfe et famgrassta )
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| TZT T AT SERaATTd STy | | T ardarged and-
AT T 719 | 7T T FIGAT AT ATnIdIRES R TR AT
TERTEN T GATHREN | q9) qAReTE A i fan-
AT AT Y | AT @ AT U7 @ G CRETAS R
AR | AH AR AT TR RATAC SRS AEl-
AT | FEATAAROAY @ @ afaivn TRYw! wAq) fTm
FOFAASHATIT TN ATTHTT T |

¥ TOYA TEARAT EARASTIICRATE  NaEE 7Tl
. FEE ANEER FAT AR qatta | X SveRan awTesT-
| BIHATATET NETET ALTAART ANEHTE AT RIAE T 770 |

¥ AEafan SETRSTRIHATEE ATaRTel AETeae THenT
T fmradieT wafa | od wefew: TogameiEREd St
HETER: |

T FOTATTBNHATICEA AT HErawea gawTay arg-
T AR S aE g SrEashiET srerfiE e ga-
FPIEAATE!  TEFAEN TSN Tt | 9
RFWA qed IRAT aardstisar  srarfRsT gavar
THAT FATNIFAAT FAATET TIRFTSATAATAT TETeraT
AT AT 9 Wafd | fem FoyTasiaTaces Tt
T AETATRT ST |

A T TSTATASMHRATACT  ATIATT AT aneR
wisafra aradd o anfata dmAees watn ) g gegar-
TRHHRAAET TATEET AT AHERTE FREAW RS T
aRfrea ) am gdal  aEefaesaaEt ggmt arEat
TR FATARIATH T AT AW qIIART TFTAT At
fagat fuaat awat SRfveramamaTsTamRissaTReRT:

gy ] garagaTRas: 389
gat FATH| a9 & 7798 T2YA Faed @ FSYA 1 Fogigar
ar aar fagrd guarfrEeRd o9 oagw swanEitETt
AZTEET ANIFIRAFNTG | I T 9 AT @ FIFaAl ar

- FHEEAT U qdr tagrd 9g° guAThIEERT aAg | WETETE | I

FTHIA ATIAT TFTAT ATTAT FRFIK FAT FUATIETRTA TS
FNFATAET AT ALTTGAATAT THAT AATHTE FATATRNS
T AR FASTIRISARIF: grarfiEenc saaat a3 | 721 awt
ZIAEAT AFAITHSHIGATAT FEAT WWIHAT GEFTC FATAROATR
T UG AATISMHRATIET  NIETE  ATTERT  ARTRIE
FATRWAGE T qRAG | TATTA gUAEERl A GHQ WatAg F-
FIATZIVIALON | TIATRE FHTATIR AT NP
AITATTE ATALTCAT TUTH,_|

AT FEWIAQA(TEE  ATTEEl  WEeaRagdaa |l w5
AMTATENHATIA DTl Agracaiseat qgrat ST gm-

AUAH | FT FEE G ITEAN | AETAES AT -

THE ATTHEENTTARTAET: | GIgE . WEATAAata a-
W mETEEAdIaEg | afFfd $I7A SIERITEEr Faasiazady
T ATTHET TEEIN GEATAT G AT | Gieq Siweamaay
AFIBHAZTA AAGAT  ASTHAT  FAGATYN FITAT O
Igafd | FTRY TARTITANTIASIHRATTO+ DTN AT
AW 9 WA | INREIEssImaS At Sy
ATTERR: @EWi 99 Ymafd ) diyg AwsRoraSieeady
TS AT GATAT 97 TqAfA | Friy=ssqn=mSiEna-
A NvEE AgraE gl 9§ A Ferfeg weade-
AR FERAZAN ANCISAT AR QAT 9§ Aty | gAdagrat

* M. é&varo bodhisatvo mahasatvah satv[a]ndm dharmam desa-
yati kesa[mcit]

+ M, 4&varo bodhisatvo mahasatva[l] satvindam dharmam de-
dayati



&R agdgueawad
QAT TASAT T ATAR | SRAENITAt SETATHIRaER

ARFACAATTAT FEATAT ARFACEANT AF Fmafy | awafacw IRt
gl aRaROasIn 9 dmafr)  fmedaaat e
fraasan 9y Fxafa | JuausAgrats awETat SuTuEqn o
Imafy)  YAoRdvaEt awEt Qamean a8 Ygaf)
FTMOFATTAT GeATAlS ar@oEAn 9§ Ymafd | ssoiERETEt
ATAT ATTOTRRm 9 ¥mafy | caafrageaasaTa §%-
JATSIHRAEN TN AT | qEIAE FIIATIR AR
Afred TErEE gETER) 07 FSIATESRATE] Sttt
AETEEY WiATAT  @ETANd gRNA | wAq FroAngdagg g
HYTaa I et Srwarat |

@Y fEsTmaAfRitIaTY AgTal AngFanagarTa | FrEnE
Fefer ANEAIAHEAZICT NEAGATT ALTHTNE qAanga -t ow/ir-
TSR | ANATATE | ADTA FSIA FS AGY | AR FEARIAT-
FrERN qETEE: EFREEIATT TIEETT GHTETATS R saTd
NRAGATT ALTGATTLS TATSSIZAIIT=SA & | Ter=s § Saagesd
aAtssE aATasTd | | a19 sdesf @ | s geawanraaitadd-

* yanam satvindm yaksaripena dharmam deayati iSva ;

also Iévarariipen[a]

na dharmam de$ayati cakravartivaineyandm satvi[nam]
[Ucchre] pavaineyinam satvanam Ucchreparipena
satvanam brahmanaripena dharmam dedayati
[Ava]lokitesvaro bodhisatvo mahasat [val] ; also [Awvalo]
k[] tasvaro bodhisatvo ro bodhisatvo; also [bhita]udm
sa[tvanam]

= con 4
EERE B

$ M. 1lv Aksay[amatir]
** M. [va]yam Bhagavam Avalokitasvaras{ya]
++ M. sya dharma prabbrtah a.......; [dhar]maprabhrtam.
dharmacchadam, [atha] kha.
tf M. aya mahéasatviya dharmécchadam anupra
§§ M. [prati]echa sat-purusa idam dharméacchidam ant
9 M. na pratigrbnati atha Aksaya b[o] dh[¢sa]tv[o]
$$ M, tir bodhisatvo mahasatvah Avalokiteéva [ram]

agfa’a: ) quragaTRad: 83

il nETaEIsARIRaT A TETaERagarEd | ST
& THIAH FRERHASRAIRAENIET | o QTS (Al
A AETERAISAAAAT (IS RETAARTETRT, a HR1ER
SREET ArAIRASaTEE AR RIS |t
qagat ¥Rt AT T FFARTHTA TGRS (FACHE A AT-
ATATTAFTETT | SR F g Sl g g 9%
qedat AR WIFAGAY I T FAd gl wEa: nEEEd
FIMAMTE R AIAFEITE TR+ FHIATHITATE | §22T T
g3 fFtaEsteead et AETEEISET qEIEtt FiE-
qraragieE |
AT WP WISt ABTATIANT ATAT FATHA |
Frasas srrAAay gand qRyc3® /IO |
FAT fAAgS 3gAT =A@ swESttmaat: 120

M. [prati]grhna kula-putra......
M. &ya. atha khalv Avalokitesvaro badhisatvo
M. an[u]lkampam upadayam
pratigrhnalti[ [anukam]pam upadaydm Aksayamalisya
bodhisatvasya
[b]odhisavasyainukampam upadaya tasam ca catasrn[a]m
§ M. yaksa gaudharv]b]asura-garuda-kinnara-m; also de[va]
[nd]ga yaksa gandharv[b] asura
[mane]sy dmanusyanamm anukampam upadiayam so
¢ M. [prat]i[gr]hnitvd dvai pratiyamsd akarsi ca
ya pratigrhya ca dvau pratyaméau krtavan-krtva caikam
pr.
$ M. [bha]gavatah Prabhiitaratnasya tathagat.
#+ M. t stipe u[pa]ndmayim & dréya kulaputrd [v] iku
[sam]yak sam[bu]ddhasyas s[th]ipe upanimesi tesam
+t M. [Sa]bayam lokadhatau pracarati

1 ] g @ergaataEifacal agEEwat
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|t aar FwATAIR 7@ ATiEw RwAsRa |
a:] goa s’ wiferd fas ifh 2o & alan 1R ol
AT+ WP T AAEE ALTAE ST R EG AT
FTET 0l ATgAYSS giisat SfagTa Y9 AnGTEETRAIG SO
ANTFARATAITAT | A WA, GRATE ATTHO FIASHST FRTWIATS
Afreafra AsaRithazaery Rfraa agraaa [ Eaeiad
Hrer-gaIFrazaca$ NmEa seaad Agaitaan graga-
qfEd MATISIERAZIE NS AFiuaTaeTad |
afws @g ga: arsagaaiRad angar Ffgaar- qamn qdf-
HFERAAAT TREETAEREATITRgATEt aagEa fan-
FAAATARIAT |

I stazdguedd afeatd rr arageeRadl $aame-
FNFRATUITIotaS ragfamfams § 18

* M. a[tha] [khallaDharanindharo bodhisatvo u[sthlayasana ;
bodh:satvo mahasatvah u...asanid ekimsam utt,
+ M. tad a[v]o...na te bhagavan
I M. satvih avarakena kudalam.
§ M. [sa]man[v]a......ye imam
§ M. [Awalo]kitasvarasya bodhisatvasya pariva[rttam]
$ M. [érosya]nti Avalokitasvaravikurvbana[ni]rde ; loki[tes-
vara]sya bodhisatvasya mahasatvasya vikurvanirddeam
** M, nirdede nirddi§yamane tasyah parsadah catura ;
Samantamukha pari[vart]te] nirde;
[syalmane tatah parisayam catural[#ztz] [prani | sahasra-
nam asamasame 88.........
++ M, van !! !! Saddharmapundarike ma[h]a
i1 M, parivartto ndmavalokitedvaravikurva
§§ M. vartto nima dvaviméati{mah] [sama)] pta
1 Jga

E
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TEiaHgET g RETiE: W qUndisea ST
HgEl SIF IR SRR gNal SIREgIaT Jeg-
AR grET YAt T agE™i 9 gE WA Gagme w9
FRmafmitiearat Swardl] | aw ag T TP Ao
AT gEATETgHATIEE  aUTEE TR TR
AT+ TARI | a9 @G T4 FSIAT T Posgee famsgar am
WA | T WG g FEYAT T PEYEETHE B gATRIn
$$fmemdt am D fmewer ) @t T R FrwTgteaaeg

ARIAT TR =T qUATTA = e F § SrrETarat -

FRTRIATA++#| ag T9T FEATTCHATARRHEgat eartiart

* M. adhvane a kh.y.
t M. smati [?] tena kdlena tena samayena Jaladharagarjita ;
also [ka@] lena tena samayena Jaladharag
I M. bbhijfia nima tathag
$ M. npasampannah s.
g M. lokadhatau: Priyadarfane kalpe tasya hi puna kulaputr
§ M. sasusvaraksatra-ra
** M. vyih[o] nama rajabhiit tasya S. [nd]ma rdja abhiisi tasya
hi puna kula ... rajio Subh.
++ M, nama bharyya abh[asq]
It M. vyihasya dvau putrau babhuvatu eko Vim.
$$ M. eko Vimalagarbho ndma dvitiyo Vi[mala]netro na[ma)
¥9 M. ko irddhivan. abh,
§§ M. dhisa[tva]caryam cabhiyuktau babhivatu
*#* M. [abhu]sit yad idamn danapiramitaya[m] ;abhiyukta abhi-

[s2]

TEfa: | FIGE (AP CRILEIEC TR et

Arfagrctiarat TTRiEaEat sameEaTat JEHaTETgIT-
e tarchaTat dsat wEnat gAYt aEa aetTag
Aty iy | ata iaTREt e aard: $arédt T9a-
TN AT TRadR Austeriawm |ank e e
e A (UrATIERRgAE GATS: Rl AETSRE
TATS: qROATRIATH | @ T WIETER ST99 39 GRIAH aen-
Squeis: siaatd TamTe ANt SETEgETTE aeT X O T
FRERGHEAE -+ | 9T |y TIYI Ameml R Aasian
trETERY A7 @ATATEE AARIE ARTERRATGUERE AT
A AAAAAIZAITATH | T2 S SafraTaEe mEar (IaeeR-
AN AT I NEFGRATRIET qumaerrea: Sarmsagss
HFEE & A ASIWAAINTGAAFATHEFGHATNS  TIWTA-
TE GETETE TAATT FFFATT +++qAqTGATT | 9 FET 290 | TF

WA T WA, ASTETAN G A IS E g HaT I ET-
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* M. [virya]paramitayam dhyanapiramitiyaim pra[j7ia)
M. [am] upayak. paramitiyd[m] maitrdyim mahakarun-
[ayam]
I M. [se]ptatrimsatsu bodhign dharme[su] sarvatra param-
gatavabhit. :
$ M. Vimalayam sam[adhi] ; also y[a] param gatdi Naksal[r]a
raja dditya; also [sama] dhiyd param ga[ta)

Y M. param gatd Alamka[ra] §abhayd sawmadhiy [e]param gata;
§ M. [/Jdam  Saddharmapaundarika ; [dha]rmaparydya[m]
dedayati tesam sa .

** M. ayah atha

11+ M. tro ca dirako ye...

1T M. mata janetri teno upasamkrami ; also[da]ita mata jaunelr.
§§ M. [gamisya]ma tasya bhagava.

99 M. [Jala]dharagarjita ghosasusvaranaksatra

$8 M. samyak sambu[ddhasyal
*** M., [vandandlyam pa ; also nayam. Tat kasya hetoh hi so

amba tathagato
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S8, AEFATT: FRAFA SVFET LA AFATUSNR ATH SHOATd
faeta dawrgafi | o StqoT AT | OAgw FgAT e
AT TRt AmemY TvF Aneddt T FIeRagaTg | O 9g
FHTN gaay: Rar aar PR TR REETEeT S d
qqE FRAAIOITGE | 99 ag FEYAT el STTeEt R
AAT Y FnAEng @ gt @arad (A magEaan |
frearefsdsfnarat srammat gaddowgaTat | faa g 5
qAT Rt TATET At 8 TR | el §Tg TOgR
gt qeq @i T gESTEETIERAE e srfved SR
argtt | A AT gIARah TETE FA T AR T TR
T AT WEA ABIEH AT TGS AAATA EFGHATOEER quT-
TaATER: SERETEACTGH |

Y wg TRYAT (AT FH7TenT fareaas groraet demt
qEaTeNTd JeEmIEEa awe g aw §§Wm
gETITTA AnFT TREETETEET | @t adqrads Tt
TEATARAAT adarFade SnAamAATadE W sagAtat adld-
AFTARSTFRTATFIRART sgAageabfFagtrery  wameaa:

gamisyama. vam ukta Vimaladatlarajabhdryd Vim.

. tram ca diraka[m].

brahmanesu abhiprasanno tena na.

Vimalagarbho darak,

[jalnetri etad avocat, mithya drstikula[smim] vayam
jata vayam)

= Ok ¥
2Rl
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§ M. atha khalu kulaputr,
** M. kf[u]la putraho etasya pilo rijiio Subha ti Sunasi
++ M. sa]|m]dardayailha a
If M. darako V. netr.
§§ M. rajiio ....... ..narttha
9@ M. antari
$$ M. [ka]yato
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