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SECOND SEARCH OF SANSKRIT
PALM-LEAF MSS. IN TIBET

[ WITH PLATES ]
By Rabula Sarikrityiyana

When on the 16th February, 1936, I left for Tibet,
T'was still very weak after having suffered from a severe
attack of typhoid and my friends’ advice was against
undestaking such an arduous journey. But on the last
occasion I was not able to copy the last chapter of the
Pramana-varttika-Bhasya by Prajfiakaragupta which had
the original Karikas. The Pramina-varttika-text was
already in the press. Though the missing portions of the
other thtee chapters I had restored from Tibetan into
Sansktit, the missing part of the fourth chapter I did
not like to testore as the original was available. I
teached Nepal on the 18th February. There was ample
time to recoup my health since generally the Tibetan
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passes are open by the end of April.

I left Katmandu on the 15th April. My pecuniaty
resources were vety meagre consisting of a hundred
rupees in all, plus 4 dozen film packs, two cameras, and
some provisions. But I had resolved to copy as much as
I could. I took my old traversed road to Nenam,
the seat of the frontier Tibetan Magistrate, which I
teached on the 231rd April. One of the two magistrates
recently had been to Nepal whete he saw me. There is
a strict order to officials on the frontiers not to allow
any Indian to pass in, but in my case the two magistrates
had to make special concessions, as they knew my
object and that I am known to many big officials and
noblemen in Lhasa, having twice visited that sacted
city.

I departed from Nenam on the 27th and after cross-
ing Thong-la and other passes, teached Sa-skya on
the 6th May. Early in the morning, streams wete
still frozen when I entered that sacred seat of the famous
Buddhist teachers who, in the past, did splendid wotk
for Buddhistic studies, translations of scriptures and
even for the spread of Buddhism in the far-off Mongolia.
Like other parts of Tibet, this locality is also devoid of
vegetation. A few poplars and willows in palace-
gardens have had just a few buds on their branches
and there was yet no green foliage to be seen. My -
former host Kusho Do-ni-chhen-po gteeted me with a
broad smile when he saw me.

Now the first task before me was to copy the last
chapter of the Pramana-Varttika-Bhasya. At that time I
thought I would have to stay for a fortnight. I had
least suspicion that Sa-skya will take about three months
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to finish my work thete. The same day I visited the
Phun-chhog and Dol-ma palaces, the heads of which
ascend the throne of Sa-skya hierarchy alternately.
I was sorry to find that the Lama of Dol-ma Palace who
was the last hierarch and had greatly helped me when
last time I visited Sa-skya, was no more. His two sons
and their kind-hearted mother welcomed me with open
heatts and showed great sympathy for my work like the
lateLama. ‘The childlike simplicity of the head of Phun-
chhog Palace who is to succeed to the throne, is un-
forgettable.  Since last time whenever I visited him he
tried his best to make me quite at home. He has a very
inquisitive mind. He asked so many questions about
my last journcy to Japan, and Buddhism, and then ships,
railways, aetoplanes, radios, and what not. The Sa-
skya hierarchy is not only the head of one of the four
most important Buddhist sects, but they have got a big
state in which they enjoy the right to rule.

On the 8th, the MS. was brought and I began to
copy it. It took 11 days to finish the chapter contain-
ing more than sooo $lokas. In five days more I com-
pared the portion of the third chapter which was pub-
lished in the JBORS. vol. XXI, Pt. II and also the
new copy. On the 25th, T went to the two palaces to
bid good-bye to them. The hierarch-designate told me
in so many words that there must be more Sanskrit
palm-leaf MSS. in Sa-skya. But the Sa-skya monastery
is not a small temple. There can teside more than
4000 monks in its dormitorics and chapels. ‘There are
many big cathedrals. Many of them have got several
thousand volumes of Kan-jur, Tan-jur and other MSS.
In such a jungle of books even for dozens of men, it is
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difficult to hunt for any particular book in a few days.
- At the end he said ‘But you must see Chhag-pe-lha
khang Library-temple’ which has got many precious
manusctipts otiginally possessed by the great hierarchs of
Sa-skya from the eleventh century onward. The formal
accession was to take place in January and so the ruling
power was still exercised by the present head of Dol-ma
Palace. I went to see the mother and her elder son.
For more than two houts she kept me busy in tasting
many Tibetan dishes, sweetmeats, fruits from distant
Kansu and Eastern Tibet and also some European
sweetmeats which were presented to them by the late
Mr. Williamson (British Political Agent), when he visi-
ted Sa-skya. I felt sotry when I recalled to my memory
my last visit to Gantok where I met this kind English
gentleman. Though our meeting was bricf, he showed
many pictures of Tibet he had collected in his journeys
and also talked sympathetically about things Tibetan. I
hoped to show some of my collections to him on my
return journey but that hope was not to be fulfilled as
he died last winter in Lhasa.

When I said that the ‘Library-temple’ might have
some Sanskrit MSS. not only the mother and her two
sons but even their old chamberlain said, ‘Ah, no,
we never heard that it contains any Indian MSS. But
still if you want, we will open it.” A seatch was to
be made for the key. The next day (the 25th May)
we went to the Lh-khang-chhen-mo built by the hietarch
Phags-pa (1251-80 A. C.) the preceptor of the Chinese
Emperor Kublai Khan. Befote entering the 2nd
courtyard, on the left side of the gate there is a big
staircase of more than 5o steps, leading to the first floor.
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It is so stecp that often the descent is tertifying.  Aftet
reaching the first floor when you tutn towards the right
you come actross firstly an unassuming room, the front
side of which is made of coarse wooden planks. From
its outward shape no one can suspect that it is a store-
house of such precious volumes of Indian and Tibetan
MSS.  The red seal was broken and the archaic lock
was opencd.  And the single panelled door was opened
with a slight push and a cloud of dust arose. Our
throats wete choked with the thick dust and for 2
moment we could not see what was in the interior. The
whole floor was covered with a thick layer of dust about
onc-third of an inch. We halted for 2 moment to let
the dust subside. Then we saw in the three sides of the
room (about 20X 25%) encircling  rows of open racks,
where volumes on volumes of MSS. were kept. Most
of these MSS. were wrapped in cloth. It did not take
much time to find the place where palm-leaf MSS. were
kept, thanks to their quaint size. Moteover the present
Tibetan custodians think it supetfluous to spend a single
penny to wrap them with cloth. In the middle of the left
tow I saw one palm-leaf MS. and then after more search
I discoveted 25 bundles of palm-leaf Sanskrit MSS.
There was also one paper MS. of the Kailacakratika, I
saw two of three other Sansktit paper MSS. in N gor and
Shalu monasteries. They wete not imported from India
but were written by Indian tefugees who went to
Tibet after the Muhammadan conquest of Bihat, But
that shows the possibility of finding some valuable texts
on paper. In that room there wete many thousand
volumes of Tibetan paper MSS. Most of them were
wrapped in cloth. T had a cursoty glance at them but to
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scrutinise the whole lot was beyond my power. If a
thorough search had been made I would have got a few
more Sanskrit MSS.

On that day I had just a look at those ralm-leaf
bundles and it is beyond my power to desctibe my joy
when I saw among those 25 volumes the MS. of the com-
plete Pramina-Virttika-Bhasya, a pottion of Dharma-
kirti’s own commentary on the first chapter of the P.V.
and a complete sub-commentary on the same by Kat-
nakagomin, and also the Yogicarabhiimi, a very impm.:-
tant work of Asanga which gave anothetr name to his
Buddhist philosophical school. Now thete was no ques-
tion of leaving Sa-skya soon. I took two bundles with
me containing works relating to the Pramana-Varttika.

As I had not sufficient photogtaphic matetials with
me—specially I had no washing chemicals—so I tesolved
to copy all these works. From next day I began my
work. My companion Mr. Abhaya Singh Petera‘ also
took a portion of it to copy but the high altitude
(14,715 feet) of Sa-skya and the Tibetan cold was an
unfamiliar thing with him and so he could not write
much and his health detetiorated so much that I was
forced to send him to Ta-shi-lhun-po. Fot some days
I also had headache and once I got some pain in my
throat and I was aftraid lest my old trouble of tonsils
might recur. But in the end all was well. I wrote 500
§lokas (16000 letters) daily. 'The copying work was
finished on the gth July, 1936. It took twelve days more
to compatre the MS. and make a desctiptive catalogue
of all the palm-leaf MSS. in the ‘Libraty-temple.’

I took a photograph of the Yogicirabhiimi and also
copied 153 verses of the Adhyardhadataka (srargzras®) by

P
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Matrceta.

Now I was free to leave for Ngor (established
1429 A. C.). Ofall the monasteties, I found Ngor with
its large collection of Indian MSS. most difficult to
inspect, on account of its Khan-po-in-charge’s unruly
Steward. In reality he was the master and not the
Khan-po (Dean). At times Iwas thinking that it might
not be possible for me to get a chance of seeing the
important MSS. of that monastery. The Steward was
present in Sa-skya and the heads of the two palaces
also requested him to help me. But he was in no
mood to move. He promised that he was coming soon
to Ngor, but I had very little faith in his word.

Travelling in Tibet is a very dangerous affair if
one has not got sufficient companions and some fire-
atms. The Ku-chhung-rin-po-chhe (younger brother of
the head of Dol-ma Palace) was often advising me—
‘Do not travel alone, the Tibetan passes are infested with
tobbers, they will kill you.” Both the palaces offered
their mules and men to take me to the N got, Shalu and
Ta-shi-lhun-po monasteties. I accepted the offer of
Phun-chhog Palace. 'The kind hierarch and his much
more kind-hearted Di-mo (lady) made all arrangements
for my journey. He gave his own head cook, a very
stalwart, young monk, whose sight was enough to
frighten any passer-by with bad intentions. He also gave
three of his best mules, two for our tiding and one for
the luggage. For the help and kindness which I re-
ceived from the present hierarch I cannot be sufficiently
grateful. In fact of all the people with whom I came

in contact in Tibet, I found him the noblest Tibetan
gentleman., I can never forget his ever-smiling face
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and his simple courtesy. I reproduce his photogtaph
in gratitude. ‘

We left Sa-skya at noon on the 23td July. When
we teached the foot of the hill my companion’s mule
began to jump, and twice he was thrown on the ground.
It was impossible to ride on it any longer. We trans-
ferred our loads on to it, but the second animal which
was a pung-de (cross between horse and she-ass) had
also the same propensity. Fortunately some Sa-skya
muleteers were returning to theit home and we
changed our pung-de with theirs. Before we crossed
the next pass Sho-nga-la there was a heavy down-pout
of rain. Next day we were travelling close to the bank
of a stream which had assumed the propottion of a
mountain torrent owing to the fresh rain. In one
place our mules fell down into the stream and it was
a nerve-wrecking experience to witness the box which
contained the precious copy of the MSS., my three
months’ labour, thrown into the water. We hutried to
bring it out and my mental agony was not over, till I
examined and found nothing damaged.

On the 25th we were to cross the Tsha-rong-Chhu
which is a considerable river and in the rainy season,
often for days, becomes difficult to cross. There are
no hide-canoes, so one has to search for some fordable
place. It took more than two houss to find some
suitable place to cross over. The water was thigh-deep.
While crossing it one corner of a box was under water,
but here too no damage was done to the valuable
contents.

We reached Ngor on the 26th. The steward still
did not arrive. I saw the other monk-officials of the
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great monastery. The two old Khan-pos of Khang-sar
College wete very pleased to see me again. ‘They had
been always eager to help since my last visit to this great
monastery, but the steward who was in charge of the
precious treasutcs was absent, so they could not help me.

Next day (27th July), I went to Sha-lu (established
1040 A. C.) which is only six houts’ journey by short
cut, but in one place the path is very dangerous. 'There
are four passes but they are not so difficult,. Our friend
Ri-sur-rin-po-chhe was present when I reached the old
monastery. I had no intention to stay longer in that
monastery for the present, as I had not the necessary
photographic materials with me. When I'was coming
from Ne-nam the Nepalese photographer of Shi-gar-tse
was also travelling in the same company. I talked to
him if he could accompany me to take photogtaphs
of the MSS. in some of these monasteries. He promised
and after reaching Sa-skya, I wrote to my friends in
Calcutta to send photographic matetials. The money
which I had with me was not enough even for travelling
expenses. But there were Sahu Dharmaman’s frms in
Tibet. 'This devoted Buddhist and his cnthusiastic sons
have been always ready to help me since my first journey
to Tibet. I always dislike to borrow money from others,
but in Tibet I was forced to abandon this petsonal
predilection. Not to bottow meant to throw back the
fruit of my search into these forbidden treasures of the
Tibetan monasteries. 1 had already received information
that some parcels had come to Shi-gar-tse. The purpose of
this preliminary visit to Sha-lu was that I should see the
other MSS. which last time I was not able to see, and

ascettain the number of plates which will be required.
2
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'The monastety of Sha-lu contains many things of
“antiquity. In its ancient chapels there are manybronze
images otiginally taken from India and Nepal. On the
walls of one of the chapels thete are fresco paintings. The
names of some of the attists ate also inscribed on their
works. But Indian manusctipts ate not kept in this
monastety. About a mile from the main monastery
hidden by the mountain cteeks, thete is a small monastic
establishment called Shu-lu-ti-phug which is a branch
monastery of Sha-lu. The founder of this new estab-
lishment was the great scholar Bu-ston (1290-1364 A. C.).
After his retirement from Sa-skya, the sylvan solitude of
this place attracted him so much that he made it his resi-
dence. The main chapel and some other buildings wete
built by Bu-ston himself. During the rainy season all the
monks of Sha-lu came to teside here for their retreat.
Indian MSS. are kept in a very dark small room
inside the main temple. On the 28th I went to the
Ri-phug with the five custodians. The seals were
broken and the door was opened. As in Chhag-pe-
lha-khang, hete too, they have got many hundred
Tibetan MSS. The shape of some of thcm is quite
like palm-leaf MSS. We made a search first in the
racks and we got a few. Next we opened some of the
wooden boxes which are there and we found altogethet
thirty-nine bundles of Indian MSS. including those
which I saw in my last journey. There was another
small room inside it, the door of which was locked and
sealed. It was sealed with the seal of the Tibetan
Government, so unless you have their permission, it
cannot be opened. I was told that it contains many
sacred things belonging to Indian and Tibetan Buddhist

B
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saints. It might contain some Indian MSS., but there is
not much possibility of it as these MSS. are not held in
the same esteem as some pieces of garments, begging
bowls, ot othet things originally belonging to some
sacted personality.

I gave a cursory glance at the MSS. and I was very
much delighted to see Manorathanandin’s glossary on the
Pramina-Varttika. Itisa paper MS. written in Vibhiiti-
candra’s own hand. Vibhiticandra was a young
scholar from Vikrama$ila University, who followed his
teacher Sikyaéribhadra, the last hierarch of Vikramasila,
in his exile after the destruction of the famous institution
by the Muhammadans. First they went to Jagattala in
Eastern Bengal and perhaps after the destruction of it,
they went to Nepal, wherefrom they were invited by the
head of the Sa-skya monastery. Thus they went to Tibet
in 1203 A. C. Apart from Vibhiiticandra there were
Dinaéila and other scholars who accompanied Sakyasti-
bhadra. The complete palm-leaf MS. of the Pramina-
Varttika-Bhasya (Varttikalankara) which was discovered
in the Sa-skya monastery originally belonged to Dana$ila,
and the fragmentary MS. of the same book at Sa-skya
was in Vibhiticandra’s handwriting, I was quite fami-
liar with his writing. At the end of the MS. of Manora-
thanandin’s gloss Vibhaticandra wrote these verses :—

At the end of the MS. of the yHIwaIFIRA—

(1) To his teacher (zasitwz):—

qEHICETARY fAFawAeaaay q@e * © ey anearstE ()
feamey seatalmiady  @eatogiany  wRwafiiery w9 -
rfanEy [sFetesmrey ey aqrRimaraarey gieaa-
farey  arGEETIRY  faradmEweRig seegRal-
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Tfrermfiy] gty SRy ey sE
Gremfamaa ety wmreseay fg @1(Pf) wframe
asw (Padw). .
_—(z) As a farewell to some king (perhaps Grags-pa-
gyal-tshan of Sa-skya):—
T AguEiRly a= ad war afa wga o
weamfa aaf awwi anfagai oo
TIRT @I W AR e (sic)u
TR RAATGANA TR RT: |
TRl aZawi & gatsiaai a7 0
s e fugeiaacang Thenfrmagan agdemi (1)
3l aft maramqaneaaa aRITE faemdsmazear (n)
fog farmrfest aad araretf azraar: (1)
[ feread aftasid 1]
TR awemf avg @ gE qar (n)
qew s s wdamAr
7 Y aggedEitl eaveaeatea ast w5 (1)
(3) He resolves to come back home:—

aIwIA w7 fefaaraaead:
i ¥ (?) ¥ fawl (?) srammag wsoa af )
¥ fnfiag fewear SRTEEET {7 a<dE 0
TR g w T wsa gan (1)
AR A & qaam (?) feorrea 7 (1)
(4) As a farewell to his teacher:—
I wrda gl savgrge
TR araEAIgneat fagr T |
[ wt crmarfr aq 1]
vugil it f a3 amraERg an (1)
EIRIEERIECI [ (L ST B ot e (n)
38 (@)t & aweiiT (?) gl s ()
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qeaed TEGAHAT: FF &=F T |
fwrarda gag SRS ATARAguTd: |
X
(5) Medical prescription on the first cover:—
¥¢ afeq anfy st as oy o (7?) ¥ Fd mrEsa
T AT 2o 1 A

Quotations from sorr e texts:—

: wFoR T awer o s S (1)
&t aa sl faaur oed qa: T )
aeREs faafa fafast oo s o (1)
A 7 A wwbEmemaT e o
(0) sAtyaT smigdfest suem ey g qrld
SRIIagEs! TRy aeaa: w ey fasmariadwa: 1
—the first verse of the SaoER=an by Dinnaga.
(7) Pages of cach chapter of smwEnfasgfa MS.:—
weamfaly S99 R0 A forseu
TA q yy wsaawi (?shs) FATETET
E q <o
qUq q oy
From a palm-leaf now in the library of B. & O. R.
Society:—
WeEgeat aq: feear S UCL T )
TESTHaTER: feaear aud sfgar war (u)
adtd qwid Fred qfvedm fawfamr
STeRIRRTRIAred (7) wsi atefag F(a)q (1)
A w7 Bttt wiEw A gy SEUE )
o () o 9 ( 57) faaeawarer T s ()
These verses show that Vibhiticandra was not happy
in his exile. At one time he bade adieu to the land of
$now and on his way to India he came down to Nepal
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from where he wrote a letter to some one, the intro-
'ductory verse of which is preserved in the palm-leaf.
In the beginning of the thirteenth century, palm-leaf was
the only writing material used in India. But the Indian
scholars who went to Tibet at that time have freely
used paper. It was natural, for palm-leaf is not avail-
able in Tibet unless it is imported from India and close
relations with China had made the use of paper more
prevalent in Tibet. I also noted the small palm-leaf
MS. of the Pramina-Varttika text in which unfortunatcly
the first chapter is missing.

On the 29th I reached Shi-gar-tse. The parcels of
photographic materials had not yet arrived from Gyfm-
tse, so I had to wait for them. During my last visit I
had heard about some palm-leaf MSS. in the monastery
of Ne-ti-ri-thog (wrongly written Nga-ti-ri-phug in
my last note). On the 2nd August I visited that place
which is about six miles from Shi-gar-tse in the valley
of the Brahmaputra. I wasunder the impression that the
monastery is a branch of Sha-lu and so I thought that it
might contain some ancient MSS. But the monastety
belongs to the yellow-cap sect and it was established
about 30 years ago by Yong-zin-lama, a tutor of ic
ptesent Ta-shi-lama. The MSS. is a copy of the Parijika
Pili in Sinhalese characters which was acquired by the
late Lama from some Sinhalese pilgtrim in India, when
he visited Buddhist sacted places with His Holiness the
Ta-shi-lama in 1905 A. C.

From the 5th August to 15th August we were busy
with taking photographs of the important Sanskrit
MSS. in  Shalu-ri-phug. The plates which were sent
from India were not ordinary plates. The photographic

&
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knowledge of our photographer friend left much to
be desired, so he succeeded in spoiling all the fifty
process plates which I had received. Luckily T had
asked him to take a few dozens of his own plates which
I borrowed from him. But they were not enough to
copy all the required MSS. In the meantime, I and
Mt. Abhaya Singh were engaged in copying Manoratha-
nandin’s commentary. I also wanted to copy the Tarka-
jvala, Vigraha-vyivartani and Ksana-bhangidhyaya.
I nceded more photographic materials for which I sent
many letters and telegrams, but I was not sure about
their arrival. It was alteady the middle of August
and after one month winter was to begin, so I could
not calmly wait. I was very thankful to the custodians
of Sha-lu and specially to my friend Ri-sur-lama, who
permitted me to take all the four manuscripts with me
to Gyan-tse.

Sha-lu monastery is a little more than one mile away
from the road Shi-gar-tse-to-Gyan-tse. On the 16th
August we started for Gyan-tse where we arrived by the
evening of the 17th. I sent a fresh wire and a few days
later T learnt that seeing the difficult journey through
the Himalayan passes none of the dealers was ready to
send the things by V. P. P, Being at the place where
they have got Telegraph and British Post Office it was
not difficult to arrange the payment through the firm of
Dharmaman Sahu, but we had to wait for the arrival
of the parcels. In the meantime we were busy in copy-
ing the Sha-lu MSS.

Aftet receiving the requited materials we left
Gyan-tse on the 8th September on our way to Shi-gar-
tse. The copying of the three MSS. was finished, so
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we teturned them to the custodians on our way back to
.Shi-gar—tse. The MS. of the Ksanabhangidhyaya was yet
to be finished, so I kept it with mc and after copying it,
returned it through a Nepalese friend. At Sha-lu
I heard that the Steward had come to Ngor and I must
hurry up.

To hire the riding or pack animals is not an easy
job in Tibet. Often many days are wasted. So we
had to wait two days to get the required mules and
horses. The time also at our disposal was very shott.
Already the leaves of poplars, and willow trees wete
changing their green to yellow. Ngor, Nar-thang,
Pos-khang, and Ta-nag monasteries were to be visited.
Thinking that it would not be possible to visit personally
all the four, Isent Mr. Abhaya Singh to Ta-nag. The
information about the MSS. belonging to that monastery
as recotded in the present catalogue was brought by
Nyayacirya Abhaya Singh.

On the 12th September we went to Ngor which is
only half a day’s journey from Shi-gar-tse. To my
utter disappointment I found that the Steward had left
Ngor five days earlier. His brother Lama Gen-dun
was present. After enquiry I found that the key of
the MS.-foom was with him. I begged him to open
the room as the other four custodians had given their
consent. The two influential Lamas of Khati-sar who
were themselves among the five custodians also request-
ed and pleaded on my behalf, but he did not comply.
The matter went so far that my friends became angry
with him and threatened to break the seal and open
~ the room. “We have given our word to the Gya-gar
Lama who has taken so much trouble to come to our
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monastery.  We must help his sacted mission of placing
the Buddhist scriptures before the Indian people.”
I persuaded them not to break open the door and instead
send a letter to the Steward who was living about a day’s
journey to come back, and I requested them to send
me information about his return,

We stayed for the night, and the next day (13th
September) we went to Nar-thang monastery (est-
ablished 1153 A. C.), famous for its big block prints of
Kanjurand Tanjur, 1did not hear about the existence of
any Indian MSS. in that monastery, but they have many
things of antiquity among which are a dozen old paintings
on canvas originally imported either from India or Nepal.
In technique they resemble the paintings of Ajanta. There
is also a twelfth century stone model of the Mahibodhi
temple at Bodh-Gaya. Itisin the black stone of Gaya.
Apatt from the main temple it has many other chapcls
and stiipas, the portion of Sufiga railings, the surround-
ing walls and the three main gates.  Unfortunately, the
plank on which the whole cdifice was fixed is missing, so
cxeept the positions of the main temple and three gates
(beating inscriptions in Tibetan letters), we cannot
know the position of other monuments. Owing to its
antiquity the model is not well-presetved. There is
another wooden model which is a copy of the above and
is in good preservation. Here too the original plank is
missing. The model shows that the Mahabodhi temple
had three gates, the main-gate was on the east and there
Wete two gates to the north and the south, The main
temple had three doors on jts eastern side, two of which
were only blind and only the middle one was for

entrance. There was also a door on the western side
3
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but this was also blind through which there was no
 access to the interior. In my last journey I had discovered
a “travel-diary”> by a Lo-tsa-va (? Gro-bdud-rtsc, born
1153 A. C.) from this very Narthang monastery, who
was present at Bodh-Gaya when the Muhammadan
soldiers came to desccrate and destroy the temple and
images of Mahabodhi. He was an eyc-witness to this
act of destruction. In his notes he describes the position
of many sites inside and outside the walls of Mahabodhi.
I think this stone model was taken by the same Lo-
tsa-va who wrote this note. I took photographs of
the models and a few of the paintings but the later
did not come out well as we had not the colour sensitive
process plates with us.
The next day (14th Septcmber) we went to Shi-
gat-tse. I tried my best to visit Pos-khang but it was
hatvest season so even after promising high rates, I was

not able to get conveyance. On the 17th September-

I received a message from Ngor that the Steward had
come and I must go at once. With great difficulty 1
found two ponies and one donkey for our luggage and
next day we went to Ngot. The Steward told me that
he would stay only three or four days, so I must finish
my work within that time. The same MS.-room was
opened. Like Sa-skya, here too the Indian MSS. are
mixed up with Tibetan MSS. numbeting about 1,000
volumes. The Sanskrit MSS. which I had separated in
my last visit were put in one place. I made a little
search for new MSS. in the heaps of the other MSS.
and my trouble was well-tewarded when I found a
complete copy of Abhidharmako$a-bhasya by Vasu-
bandhu and a copy of Sarahapa’s Dohiko$a. For the
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next threc days we devoted all our time in taking
photographs of some of the important MSS.

On the 220nd we again returned to Shi-gar-tse, since
I did not abandon the idea of visiting Pos-khang, but
the photographer refused to go. I had sufficient plates
and washing chemicals, but the plates were not of the
size of my camera. Thus I gave up the visit to Pos-
khang and left Shi-gar-tse on the 2nd October on my way
to Sa-skya where I reached on the sth. T was not certain
about the photographs of the Yogacarabhiimi which
I'took during my last visit. So I wanted to copy it from
the MS. Sa-skya is 14,715 ft. above the sea-level, so it is
colder than Lhasa and Shi-gar-tse. From the 15th
October onward, the temperature was so low that even
in the noon it was impossible to use my hand, the
fingers becoming numbed, and 1 was forced to warm
my hands on charcoal fire. 1took a few photographs
of the beautiful Indian bronzes, about one hundred
and fifty of which arc kept in the Gya-gar-lha-khang.

1 did not expect that I would not be able to finish
the work up to the cnd of October, It was very cold
in Sa-skya and I had to cross many high passes
before reaching the Indian plain. The lotd of Dol-na
Palace gave his mules and trusted men to accompany
me up to Sikkim. The younger brother, when he
knew that I had no lamb-skin trousets, exclaimed, “you
will die in thesc Himalayan passses. Wait for two days
more and I will make one for you.” When I expressed
my inability to stay even for one day he offered
his own new lamb-skin trousers which he had never
used. Living these days in the warm rooms I had
10 idea of the temperature of the passcs and I realised
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the truth of my friend’s remarks while passing the last
“pass La-chhen, though I had covered myself in lamb-
skin clothing from head to foot, I was still shivering.

With a thankful heart and many sweet memorics
I left Sa-skya on the 30th October and after taking onc
day’s rest at Ma-bja I crossed the boundary of Tibet on
the 4th November. On the La-chhen pass, on both
sides for miles and miles, the land was covered with
white snow. Some days back there had been a heavy
snow storm and the pass was closed for a few days.
I was among the first batch of travellers who crossed
it when it was opencd again.

K. P. J.

Leaves of illustrated MSS. (Ngor Monastery),
JBORS, XXI, p. 32, no. 56-58.

JBORS,

1937
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